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Resclution 52-79
Resolution adopted by the
CALIFORNIA PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
at 1ts regular meeting in San Jose
October 12, 1979

WHEREAS, the Director of the Department of Parks and Recreation has
presented to this Commission for approval the proposed General Plan for
the Mount Tamalpais State Park; and

WHEREAS, this reflects the long-range development plan as to provide
for the optimum use and enjoyment of the unit as well as the protection of
its quality;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the State Park and Recreation
Commission approves the Department of Parks and Recreation's General Plan
for the Mount Tamalpais State Park, preliminary dated August 1979, subjeect
to the following amendments: .

1. The concession on East Peak shall remain.

2. With regard to eucalyptus trees, the Department of Parks and
Recreation shall not remove more than 10% a year and then only if the
Department replaces them with plant materials compatible with the
Resource Element.

3. Eliminate the hostel at Steep Ravine.

4, In Frank's Valley do not implement camping at Riley Meadows or Warm
Springs until necessary mitigation measures to protect the spawning
beds have been determined in cooperation with the Department of Fish
and Game.

AND, subject to such environmental changes as the Director of Parks
and Recreation shall determine advisable and necessary to implement
carrying out the provisions and objectives of sald plan.
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Resolution 28A-80 _ .
Resolution adonted by the :
CALIFORNIA PARK AND RECREATION CMMMISSION
at its regular meeting in San Franciscé, California :
July 11, 1980 . .l

WHEREAS, the anadromous fishery of Redwood Creek is one of the few
reproducing runs existing near a major metronolitan area; and S -

WHEREAS, this fishery has high secientific, educational, recreational,
and natural values; and

WHEREAS, the anadromous fishery in Redwood Creek flowing through Mount
Tamalvnais State Park is a fragile resource that requires careful management
. and protection; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Parks and Recreation wishes to nrotect and
enhance this natural resource; and

WHEREAS, recreational develovment in Frank Valley should be done in a manner .
that is compatible with the enviromnment; and

WHEREAS, the management and nrotection of the Redwood Creek watershed is
shared responsibility of all who make use of this resource;

NOW, THEREEQRE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Director is requested to work
towards the implementation of a monitoring system for Redwood Creek to assess - -
imnacts on the watershed and anadromous fish population and to utilize the
results of this monitoring system when considering develomment in Frank Valley
Area. The Director is also requested to work closely with the National Park
Service, the Department of Fish and Gawe, the *fuir Beach Community, and other
agencies to study the management of the Redwood Creek watershed and collectively
explore methods of water conservation and water use to enhance the watershed } —
for the benefit of bhoth the natural values and the neovnle of California.
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Resolution 29A-80
Resolution adopted by the
CALIFORNTA PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
at its regular meeting in San Francisco, California
July 11, 1980

WHEREAS, there is a need for hostel facilities in Northern California;
and

WHEREAS, the State Nepartment of Parks and Recreation has a funded
program for the development of hostels, pursuant to.the Coast Hostel Facilities
Plan, adopted by the Legislature; and

WHEREAS, the Denartment has 1dent1f1ed in that plan a hostel at Mount
Tamalpais State Park; and

WHEREAS, a hostel located at Mount Tamalpais State Park would provide an
important link in the coastal system of hostels now overating in San Francisco
and Marin Counties; and

WHEREAS, a site at Kent Canyon, within Mount Tamalpais State Park, would
be appropriate for the development of a hostel;

NOW, THERERORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the General Plan for Mount Tamalpais
State Park is amended to show a hostel at Kent Canyon and a 15-car parking lot
to serve it. Development of the hostel shall be preceded by adequate environmental
documentation, including a nublic hearing thereon.
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Resolution 30A-80
Rescolution adovted by the
CALIFORNIA PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
at its regular meeting in San Francisco, California
July 11, 1980

BE IT RESOLVED, that develomment of any camping at Kent Canyon and/or
Frank Valley whether campgrounds are privately donated or nublicly financed
shall be delayed until: : :

1. completion of a comprehensive multi-agency study of management for the
Redwood Creek Watershed area, and this Commission has the opportunity to review
advisability of any camping in this area:

2. completion of a comprehensive document comwlying with California Environmental
Quality Act relating to development as provosed in this plan for Kent Canyon;
and :

3. vprovide that there will be an 18 month delay from this date, of any campground
development, in order to give Golden Gate National Recreation Area an opportunity
to identify alternative additional camvground sites on Golden Gate National
Recreation Area land,
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Resolution GGNRA, one page

Commissioner Norris then moved the following resolution which
was seconded by Commissioner Jones and approved by voice vote.
(Four AYES and one NO.)

Resolution (53-79) S

WHEREAS, there is a . high demand for automobile access
family-type campsites in and near the greater San Franciseco
metropolitan area, and a substantial lack of existing

facilities in the coastal and near-coastal area; and CLLanTE T

WHEREAS, the Golden Gate National Recreation Area
Preliminary Plan does not provide for autcmobile access
camping faecilities; and :

WHEREAS, absent such provision, the use ecan be met

only at State or local campgrounds far removed from the Bay
Area; and

WHEREAS, this would have an adverse impact on the
recreation experience of large numbers of urban families
because of increased travel time and coats, and is also
uneconomical use of energy resources,

NOW, THEREFORE, the Director is requested to work
closely with the National Park Service to the end that
automobile access family camping may be supplied within
appropriate areas of the Golden Gate Natiomal Recreation
Area. If that use is not accommodated in the GGNRA Plan,
the Director is requested to evaluate the allowable use
intensity of the Kent Canyon and Hidden Meadow areas in
Franks Valley and, if compatible with the resource
management element, present this Commission with an
amendment to the Mount Tamalpais General Plan which would
provide for automobile access camping in those areas.
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Summary

Mount Temalpais State Park is one of the oldest and most popular units of the State Park
System. It is located about 20kilometers (12miles) north of San Francisco. Totaling
some 2,555 hectares (6,314 acres), the park features many kinds of natural environments —
Douglas fir, redwood, and bay tree forests; grass-covered ridges alternating with deep
canyons; bluffs and beaches on the Pacific shore; and of course lofty Mount Tamalpais
itself, which rises 794 meters (2,604 feet), making it the highest peak in Marin County and
a distinct landmark of the Bay Area. The park's numerous trails and nearly pristine
features beckon many visitors.

Along with increased use of the park has come a better realization of problems and
prospects which this general plan attempts to deal with. The plan measures and makes
recommendations concerning four vital areas of park life -- resources, recreation,
facilities, and transportation.

Resources

Management policies have been drawn up to govern the protection and preservation of
abiotic, plant, animal, cultural, and esthetic resources.

The plan calls for control of geologic hazards, ercsion, water diversion, and water
pollutiony protection of rare or endangered plants and unique vegetation; and removal or
control of ronnative plants. The feasibility of an ecological burning program will be
studied, and a fire protection plan will be implemented. Wildlife habitats will be restored
when possible, and the natural fishery in Redwood Creek will be protected. Regulations
on dogs and other domestic animals will be strictly enforced.

Several remaining historic structures and ruins, including the Tavern at Tamalpais, the
Mountain Theater, and the CCC camp near Camp Alice Eastwood will be preserved.

The plan emphasizes protection of the special scenery of the park through controls on
architecture and placement of powerlines and facilities. One distractive powerline is
recommended to be rerouted outside the park. New landscaping will use only native
plants.

Recreation

Demand for recreation at the park is divided between people who want structured
activities and facilities and those who want to go their own way. There is a deficiency in
the area in day-use and overnight-use facilities, but the park is not suited to
accommodate any significant level of facility development. Therefore, it is proposed that
recreation use be diverse, with emphasis on day-use activities focusing on the 58 miles of
hilking and horseback riding trails. Recreation use will be appropriate to the park
classification and within the capabilities of the resources to accommodate it.

F acilities
Facility development at the park will provide for recreation use, interpretive programs,

and cperational needs. Traditional activities will be retained and improvements made to
enhance visitor experiences.



A total of 55picnic sites (existing and new) will be provided in areas of scenic or
environmental interest. Eighty walk-in multi-use sites will be located in the Frank Valley
area; two similar areas will be provided at Pan Toll and the Tree Farm; while group use
areas will be retained at Camp Alice Eastwood and ancther designated in the Santos
Meadow equestrian srea. '

Transportation : N _ L e

The solution of existing traffic congestion and parking deficiencies was identified as
possibly the most important planning consideration requiring action by the department and
other agencies. . _- . . - : - o

The recommendations in the plan are based on coordination with the Golden Gate National
Recreation Area {GGNRA), which cperates Muir Woods National Monument within the
park boundaries, and local and state transportation agencies. The use of public
transportation instead of automobiles is to be encouraged by the addition of bus stops and
the extension of shuttle service. A visitor information and orientation station will be
established at Diaz Ridge, where parking is proposed. The department will work clasely
with GGNRA to encourage transit use and to make visitors aware at Diaz Ridge of traffic
and parking conditions at Stinson Beach, Muir Woods, and Mount Tamalpais. Additional
transportation studies will be made to pinpoint mutual needs and establish solutions with
other agencies. _

Plan Implementation o _ —_— .

Because the preservation of the natural and cultural resources of Mount Tamalpais State
Park is a prime objective of the plan, certain specific measures recommended in the
Resource Element to achieve this goal will be implemented as soon as possible, including
covering the tavern foundations at Fast Peak, relocating overhead transmission lines, and

controlling exotic plants. Some of these could be carried out under the minor capital
outlay or operations program.

Incremental development is desirable in terms of financing, evaluating public use,
determining additional demand, and protecting the environment.

Priorities for implementing the general plan developments are as follows:

L. Developing a hostel at Kent Canyon, subject to legislative concurrence. (The
legislature has provided funds for a hostel at the Steep Ravine area of Mt. Tamalpais,
but the State Park and Recreation Commission rejected the General Plan proposal for
this hostel.)

2. Developing multi-use facilities at Kent Canyon and a comfort station at Red Rock
Beach., Upgrading East Peak area.

3. Developing the Diaz Ridge entrance facility.

4. Developing a Riley's Meadow multi-use facility in Frank Valley, a trail camp' along
the Pacific Coastal Trail at the Tree Farm, and improving parking areas and transit
stops.

5. Developing the balance of facilities in Frank Valley, proposed picnic areas, and other
improvements.




Environmental Impact

The oplan's Environmental Impact Element foresees a significant irreversible
environmental change in the park in the loss of open space, wildlife habitat, wildlife, and
vegetation because of the development of new facilities in wdeveloped areas and
increases in visitors. Various mitigation measures are proposed to reduce these effects
and to offset other impacts.
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INTRODUCTION

Purpose and Goals of Plan

The purpose of this General Plan is to provide general guidelines for the park's
management and development in accordance with the unit's classification as a state park.
Since the natural resources of Mount Tamalpais State Park make it unique, development
and management should focus on the preservation, interpretation, and public use of its
natural and scenic values.

The specific goals of the plan were:

1. Identify the park's natural, cultural, and recreational resources.

2. Establish policies for management, protection, use, and interpretation of these
resources.

3. Identify existing and future problems and provide solutions.

4. Determine visitor activities and land uses that are compatible with the purpose of the
park, preser vation of resources, and the surrounding areas.

5, Determine the potential environmental impact of visitar activities, land use, and
related development.

6. FEstablish quidelines for the sequence of park development.

7. Provide an informational document for the public, the legislature, park personnel, and
other government agencies.

This plan is the first step in a continuing process. By remaining flexible through review
and updating, it will act as the primary source of information and concepts from which
future park management and development evolve.

Public Involvement

Historically, concerned citizens have provided a firm foundation of support for Mount
Tamalpais State Park. In the 1920s the Tamalpais Conservation Club started a campaign
to save the south slope of Mount Tamalpais from being sold to private individuals. A
successful condemnation suit fixed the value of 520 acres at $52,000 and the money was
raised chiefly from private contributions. Congressman William Kent donated the
Mountain Theater property to the state for the use of the Mountain Play Association. In
1928, when he was near death, Kent deeded his Steep Ravine property to the state to be
part of the park.

As established in 1928, Mount Tamalpais State Park consisted of 892 acres north and west
of the Muir Woods National Monument.

Many of these citizens and clubs did not stop at establishing Mount Tamalpais State Park,
but continued to help maintain and protect the mountain. This strong citizen
participation fostered the public involvemnent planning program which was undertaken for
the Mount Tamalpais State Park General Plan.



Along with questionnaires and newsletters, a series of public planning workshops and
meetings were conducted. The meetings were developed around key phases in the
department's planning process, with emphasis placed on existing resources, potential
recreation, land use, and facility needs.

Public meetings were held in May, July, and October 1978 in Tiburon, San Francisco, and
Mill Valley respectively., The meetings provided the public and the department with the
opportunity to address key planning concerns, and to exchange ideas and information
relevant to the future management, development, and use of the park. Probably the
single issue that repeatedly came up during these meetings was a concern for the
protection of the mountain from overdevelopment and overuse.

Meetings were also held with various public agencies and special interest groups, such as
conservation and community clubs, The purpose was to provide both a review of the
proposals and an open forum for specific concerns about the park. There was vigorous
response at these meetings. Continuing public participation is essential to the future of
Mount Tamalpais.
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RESOURCE ELEMENT

The Resource Element sets forth general policy for the management of natural and
cultural resources of Mount Tamalpais State Park, and leaves the details of carrying out
such management for inclusion in management programs to be prepared at a later date.*
In addition, this element includes a brief summary of the unit's resources. More detailed
information on these subjects is available in the Inventory of Features on file with the
department.

The Resource Element, approved by the Director in April 1979, has been adapted here to
the General Plan format. Consequently, portions of the Resource Flement including
primarily introductory material have been removed to eliminate redundancy.

Summ ary of Resources

Matural Resources

Topogra phy

Most of the park is situated on the western side of the northwest-southeast trending
Bolinas Ridge and on the southwestern flank of Mount Tamalpais. The area west of the
ridge is dissected by narrow coastal canyons with steeply sloping sides. Between these
canyons are rolling ridges.

Elevations range from sea level to 784 meters (2,571 feet) at the top of Mount Tamaipais.
More than 85 percent of the park is greater than 25 percent in slope; less than 5 percent is
relatively flat (0-8 percent slope).

Climate

The Mediterranean-type climate, characterized by warm dry summers and cool wet
winters, is moderated by the unit's location next to the Pacific Ocean and by its
susceptibility to coastal fog. Extremes of heat or cold seldom occur and higher areas in
the park are warmer in summer and cooler in winter than are the coastal areas.

Prevailing winds are from the northwest most of the year. During summer months, a
landward breeze brings cool marine air which forms fog. Usually the fog moves into the
lowland canyons and rolls over Bolinas Ridge, but the top portions of the mountain remain
clear.

Eighty-four percent of the annual precipitation occurs between November and March.
The annual average is 70.0 centimeters (27.6inches).

szrclogx

The hydrology of the unit is closely tied to seasonal weather patterns. Runoff from early
winter rains is usually very small because the storms are less intense and the
summer-dried goil absorbs more water. Later, as soil moisture increases and storms
intensify, runoff increases, peaking in December, January, or February.

#In compliance with Section 5002.2, Public Resources Code.



Six of the eight major drainage basins of this watershed are almost completely within park
boundaries -- the intermittent Cold Stream Creek, L.one Tree Creek, Stinson Guich, and
Easkoot Creel; and the perennial Redwood Creek and Webb Creek. The latter two creeks
have sizeable underground aquifers which allow continued release of water through springs.

Redwood Creek is the most extensive drainage basin in the park. It includes about
1,500 hectares (3,800 acres), which is more than half the total park area.

Webb Creek flows from a point above Pancramic Highway near the Matt Davis Trail
through Steep Ravine to the ocean. It drains about 275 hectares (680 acres) and sefves as
one of the majar water sources for Stinson Beach. A dam, constructed near the junction
of Dipsea and Steep Ravine trails, provides a temporary basin from which the Stinson
Beach Water Company pumps water into a 794,934-liter (210,000-gallon) storage tank.

Geology _ _

Detailed geologic mapping of Mount Tamalpais State Park has not been completed. The
infarmation available is suitable far general planning purposes, but more detailed
information will often be required for siting and construction of developments.

The geology of Mount Tamalpais is distinctively Franciscan. The Franciscan complex here
basically consists of two types of rock: large, relatively stable blocks, and highly-sheared
material mixed with sediment. The latter type is unstable and often fails as landslides
even on very low percent slopes. Moreover, the expansive clays in the scil formed from
this type of rock seriously hampers septic systems. The shearing has disrupted aquifers,
making it extremely difficult to find well sites with adequate yield.

The topography of the park reflects the nature of the Franciscan. The larger, more
resistant blocks often vield steep slopes with sharp ridge crests. The second type, which
makes up the majority of park lands, is characterized by rolling terrain with broad ridge
crests and occasional, scattered, resistant blocks.

Lithologies included in the Franciscan are sandstone, shale, greenstone {(an altered
voleanic rock), chert, serpentine, and other metamorphic rocks. One of these
metamarphic rocks, found on East Peak, is so rare that it has no formal name. Younger
deposits found in the park include alluvium, colluvium, landslide deposits, and beach
deposits. : '

Fossils are very rare in the Franciscan. Only one fassil, an early Cretaceous pelecypod,
has been found in the park.

The geclogic story in Mount Tamalpais State Park has by no means ended. Erosion is
causing serious and expensive landslide problems all along the coast, evidenced by the
frequent collapse of State Highwayl., Periodic intense rainfall also causes debris
avalanches (high-speed mudslides) in some areas.




The existing cabins at Steep Ravine are sited on a landslide that was originally caused by
coastal erosion processes, and could be reactivated in part or wholly by these processes.
Limited available data indicate that should renewed landsliding occur, such movement
would probably be siow enough to permit evacuation without serious injury. There is one
exception; that is, a rapid failure of the bluff below the cabins that could affect the three
cabins closest to the edge, perhaps causing serious injury or loss of life if they were
occcupied.

In its meeting October 11, 1979, the State Park and Recreation Commission called for
deletion of a Steep Ravine hostel from the preliminary General Plan.

Tectonics, too, plays a significant role. The San Andreas Fault lies less than one mile
offshore. Strong earthquake shaking can be expected and may cause boulders to roll down
slopes, landslide movement, and other ground collapse, especially in those alluvial aress
.that have a high water table.

Tsunamis (seismic sea waves), generated by earthquakes nearby or at some distance, may
have an impact on the coast of the park.

Soils

Soils information on Mount Tamalpais State Park is now being collected by the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service (SCS). The infarmation available must be considered preliminary in
nature and subject to revision. SCS cautions that even their final report will not negate
the necessity for detailed site analysis before any construction.

There are 13 soil series in and near Mount Tamalpais State Park, each with its own
distinctive characteristics and properties. Basically, many of these soils are severely
limited for most uses.

The characteristics of these soils almost preclude the use of conventional septic tank
absarption fields. All but one soil series have some characteristics that make them
unfavorable as sites for pienic areas or campgrounds. Such limitations may be overcome
in some cases, but often only through costly development techniques or by restricting use
to certain times of the year, or both.

Many of the soils are rated as having high or very high potential for erosion. Numerous
erosion problems have been documented in the park.

Plant Life

Mount Tamalpais has a rich and diverse flora. A preliminary list of plants includes mare
than 750species, subspecies, and varieties, representing more than ten percent of the
state's flora (Munz and Keck 1959). A relatively high percentage of these plants are
endemic, i.e. known to occur only on the mountain or close by.

There are six rare or endangered plants in the park, according to records of the Caljfornia
Native Plant Society. Actual locations and distributions are not fully known. It is
suspected that at least one of these plants is dependent on occasional fire for its
long-term survival.



1.

2.

B.

Plant Community o
Narth Central Forest

) Coastal Redwaood Forest

b)  Douglas-fir Forest

¢} Mixed Evergreen Forest

Cypress Ferest

Alder-Wiliow Riperian Forest

Northern Coastal Scrub ___ -

California Coastal Chaparral

a)  Chamise chaparral

b)  Ceanothus chaparral

c)  Serpentine chaparral

Choastal Strand

Introduced Annual Grassland

Stipa Grassland

Table 1

Plant Comrunities of Mount Tamalpais State Park

Occlrrence .

Upper portions of Steep Ravine
Tributary canyons of Redwood. Creek

Coast canyons
Bolinas Ridge
Lipper canyons of Mount Tamalpais

Baolinas Ridge, lower portions of
west ridge of Mount Tamalpals,
Bootjack, Pan Toll, Luguna Creek,
and in ocean-facing canyons.

2-gere grove on leased MMWD land
Ridgeerest Boulevard (small stands)

Steep Ravine (below Dipsea Trail)
Frank Valley

Also some at lower Lone Treelc Creek
and Cold Stream canyons

Between coastline and Highway 1

and upper slopes of ocean-facing
canyons

Portions of west side of Bofinas
Ridge; rocky ridges near the upper
portions of the mountain

East Peak areas, aloeng portions of
Ridgecrest Boulevard, and slopes
above Muir Woods

Small islands in chemise and
ceanothus chaparral areas; along
rocky ridges next to mixed ever-
green forest (e.g., Bookjack
Rock Springs, and along
Ridgecrest Boulavard

Ocean-facing slopes and ridges
In western portions
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Comments

Form dense canopy over shade-laving
undergrowth. No large stands as in
Muir Woads.

Mot Lruly representative of
aorthern Califarnia Douglas-tir
forests. Dense cafiopy, very
competitive climax. Species where
fire I3 absent.

Require less water than many other
species,
species.

" Sargent cypress - reliet stand.

Piants with high water
requirements. Redwood Cresk area
recngnized as one of best remaining
riparian farests in Marin County.

Dense shrub, occasional grassy
areas. Requires more water than
chaparral.

Dense growth, often an thin, poer
soils land on dry, south-Facing
slepes,

Requires more water than chamise,
Ceanothus and manzanita are
dominant species.

Dwarf chaparral. Plants
specifically adapted to nutrient-
paor serpentine soils. Serpentine
endemic here include leather oak,

- Tamalpais manzanite, and musk bush.

These areas contain elements of
native grassiands {purple needle-
grass and a native bunch grass)
assaciated with numerous nannative
annual grasses and forbs.




Also of botanical significance is a two-acre grove of Sargent cypress located in the
portion of Marin Municipal Water District lands which may be leased by the department.
Sargent cypress is not rare, occurring in scattered populations along the central Coast
Range, but it is significant in representing a relict stand left from a once greater cypress
forest. :

Other special features are native bunchgrass stands along the upper ridges above Lone
Tree Creek watershed, the riparian corrider of Redwood Creek, and a virgin redwood
forest in Steep Ravine.

The flora of the park can be divided among eight recognizable plant communities. These
are: North Coastal Forest (including coastal redwood, Douglas-fir and mixed evergreen
forests), Cypress Forest, Riparian Forest, Northern Coastal Serub, California Coastal
Chaparral, Coastal Strand, Introduced Annual Grassland, and Stipa Grassland.

The forest communities occur in major canyons and along Bolinas Ridge. Grassland cecurs
on ocean-facing slopes and ridges which alternate with canyons. The coastal scrub occurs
primarily between the coast end State Highway 1, and along upper slopes and tributary
draws of ocean-facing canyons. Chaparral occurs on dry, exposed areas in the higher
elevations of the park.

There are several unnatural influences affecting the park's vegetation. In recent times
the suppresson of fire has had considerable effect, particularly in chaparral
communities. Several exotic plant species are spreading naturally, displacing the native
flora. These include the highly invasive brooms, several European thistles, eucalyptus,
and acacia,

Animal Life

Animal life is quite diverse and abundant in Mount Tamelpais State Park because of its
large size and the variety of plant communities. The park is located in the Pacific
Coastal Wildiife Region (Yocum and Dasmann 1965). Characteristic wildlife associations
are to be found in the coastal strand, coastal sage scrub, grassland, chaparral, coastal
forest, and streamside riparian habitats.

The park is not known to provide impertant habitat for any rare or endangered wildlife
species listed by the California Department of Fish and Game. However, the endangered
brown pelican can be seen flying over and feeding in the ocean. The endangered peregrine
falcon may be seen infrequently along the area's coastline.

Special mention should be made of Redwood Creek as a habitat for silver salmon and
steelhead trout. Heavy fall or winter rains open the creek's mouth and aliow adult salmon
and steelhead to enter from the ocean and migrate upstream to spawn. After hatching,
juvenile salmon usually spend one year in Redwood Creek before migrating to the ocean.
Steelhead trout usually spend two years before going to sea. Annual fish runs vary
between 18 and 90 fish. There is general concern that the habitat for these fish be
maintained.

Marine Life
Most of the marine environment off Mount Tamalpais State Park is relatively typical of

the open coast classification of Ricketts and Calvin (1968), though some small areas
examined also fit the protected outer coast classification.
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The marine environment is composed mainly of rounded, wave-tumbled cobble and large
boulders. A sand and cobble beach is also present at the base of Steep Ravine, and a
sulfur spring is located intertidally on the bezach. No unusual flora or fauna were observed
in the high inner-tidal region around the sulfur springs. A visual survey of the intertidal
areas indicated that marine algae was limited in both diversity and number of individuals
present. Subtidal algae populations may be more diversified and abundant than the
intertidal populations, but no subtidal sur vey has been attempted.

Typical marine enimals in the high intertidal include sea stars, mussels, barnacles,
limpets, sea anemones, and periwinkles. Marine mammals such as sea lions, harbor seals,
and the gray whale may be observed in the waters off the coast.

Cultural Resources

No Native American sites have been identified in Mount Tamalpais State Park. A
complete inventory of all accessible areas in the wnit was made in 1977. Two smail
steatite (scapstone) quarry areas were noted on Marin Municipal Water District property
near the Rock Springs area.

This is not to say that there are no prehistoric resources in those portions covered by
dense chaparral. Prehistoric populations in Marin County date back at least 2,000 years.
The ethnographic inhabitants of the azrea surrounding Mount Tamalpais were Coast
Miwok. It is not known whether the Miwok visited the mountain; they may have
considered it taboo.

Although the southern Marin area adjacent to Mount Tamalpais has been the setting for
major historical events, the mountain itself is seldom mentioned in early narratives.

Following the Spanish exploration period from 1579 to 1776, including brief English visits,
settlement in southern Marin County was restricted te the coastal shelf at the foot of
Mount Tamalpais. By the latter part of the nineteenth century, the mountain was locally
recognized for its recreational potential. Inthe early twentieth century, action was taken
to preserve the scenic values and natural resources of Mount Tamalpais. William Kent,
Marin resident, businessman, and later Congressman, was the individual most responsible
for recognizing the recreation potential of the area, and one of the important forces in
having it preserved.

Various developments have occurred on the mountain that sre associated with its
recreation potential. In 1896 the Mill Valley and Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway was
built to near the top of East Pealk; later a connection to Muir Woods was constructed, A
stage road was constructed by the railway company in 1902 linking Bolinas with the rail
line from Mill Valley. The West Point Inn, built in 1904, afforded passengers arest stop at
the stage-rail junction. The inn still exists under private control; it is used as a rest stop
for hikers.

A major attraction of Mount Tamalpais was the Tavern of Tamalpais, constructed just
below the summit of East Peak late in 1896. In 1923 the tavern was destroyed by fire, and
rebuilt in 1924, It was used as a barracks for a rader station during World War II; after the
war it fell into neglect and was razed by the department in 1950.
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In the 1930s the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was responsible for the construction
of many recreational facilities and conservation projects throughout the park, many of
which still exist. The corps faced the Mountain Theater amphitheater with stone blocks;
cut and maintained hiking and fire trails; constructed footbridges, check dams, and
campgrounds; and built a stone pumphouse on East Peak, '

The chief cutural resources found today in the park are: CCC-constructed fire lookout
tower at East Peak, foundations of the Tavern of Tamalpais and remains of several small
structures, as yet unexamined debris from the tavern {located northwest of the foundation
on a steep slope), the Mountain Theater and some associsted structures, remains of the
CCC camp at Camp Alice Eastwood (including several concrete pads and foundations),
railway and stage road roadbeds (now used as hiking trails), the Pan Toll park
headquarters, concrete foundations of a dairy ranch iIn Frank Valley (no historical
significance), and the Steep Ravine cabins which have no historical or architectural
significance.

Esthetic Resources

The scenic resources of Mount Tamalpais State Park are enjoyed both as a backdrop and
as =n outstanding location from which to view the Bay Area. The mountain's rugged
forest and shrub-covered profile can be seen from San Francisco and the northern portions
of the East Bay. In Marin County, the mountain provides a towering natural backdrop for
the meny bayfrort communities. The panoramic views from the mountain are
extraordinary.

The visitor to the park can enjoy diverse natural surroundings ranging from canopied
redwood forests to open grasslands, from enclosed, narrow ravines to exposed mountain
ridgetops, and from ocean beachfronts to rugged coastal bluffs.

Althoudh pleasant natural surroundings dominate the park, a number of negative features
disrupt these qualities. These include some conspicuous firebreaks (especially along
Throckmorton Ridge), powerlines, private residences inside and adjacent to the park, and
areas of abandoned structural foundations.

Recreation Resources

The park is a valued natural area that is visited mostly for sightseeing, picnicking, and
hiking. Total annual attendance at the park has increased each year, and has nearly
doubled in the last decade, reaching 1.2 million in 1576.

For many first-time visitors, sightseeing is the major activity. East Peak is the muost
frequently visited spot because of its accessibility and panoramic views.

More than 58 miles of maintained trails are available to both beginning and experienced
hikers. A portion of the Pacific Coastal Trail traverses the park and many trails connect
the park to neighboring communities and open space lands. All existing fire trails are
open to horseback riding.

Picnicking is a popular activity almost everywhere in the park. Picnic facilities are found
at Bootjack {including fire stoves), East Peak, and Mountain Theater.
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Camping is not a major recreational activity in the unit, since such facilities are limited.
A primitive group camp at Camp Alice Eastwood accommodates up to 50 persons and at
Pan Toll there are 16 family walk-in campst tes.

Some cother current activities include birdwatching, rock climbing; hang-gliding, model
atrplane flying, and competitive running.

With the formation of the State Park System in 1928, lands were donated by local citizens
to form Mount Tamalpais State Park. The first parcels acquired in the late 1920s created
a park of slightly less than 405hectares (1,000acres). Since that time new donations and
acquisitions have increased the park acreage to over six times its earlier size.

The unit was classified as a state park by the then State Park Commission in May of
1962. The Public Resaurces Code, Section 5019.53, defines a State Park as follows:

"State parks consist of relatively spacious areas of outstanding
scenic or natural character, oftentimes also containing significant
historical, archeological, ecological, geological, or other such
values. The purpose of state parks shall be to preserve outstanding
natural, scenic, and cultural values, indigenous aquatic and
terrestrial fauna and flora, and the most significart examples of
such ecological regions of California as the Sierra Nevada, northeast
volcanic, great valley, coastal strip, Klamath-Siskiyou Mountains,
southwest mountains and valleys, redwoods, foothills and low coastal
mountains, and desert and desert mountains.

"Each state park shall be managed as a composite whole in order to
restare, protect, and maintain its native environmental complexes
to the extent compatible with the primary purpose for which the
park was established, - .

"Improvements undertaken within state parks shall be for the
purpose of making the areas available for public enjoyment and
education in a manner consistent with the preservation of natural,
scenic, cultural, and ecological values for present and future
generations. Improvements may be undertaken to provide for such
recreational activities including, but not limited -to, camping,
picnicking, sightseeing, nature study, hiking, and horseback riding,
s0 long as such improvements involve no major modification of
lands, forests, or waters. Improvements which do not directly
enhance the public's enjoyment of the natural, scenic, cultural, or
ecological values of the resource, which are attractions in
themselves, or which are otherwise available to the public within a
reasonable distance outside the park, shall not be undertaken within
state parks.

"State parks may be established in either the terrestrial op
underwater environments of the state :
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Declaration of Purpose

Primeary Purpose of Unit

The State Park Commission approved a Declaration of Purpose for Mount Tamalpais State
Peark in January, 1965, The declaration is as follows:

"The purpose of Mount Tamalpais State Park is to make available to
the people for their inspiration and enjoyment, the outstanding
scenic, natural and recreational values of this majestic mountain
climax of Marin County, with its steep chaparral-covered slopes,
forested ravines, traditional winding trails, and spectacular marine
views, overlooking yet seemingly remote from the densely-populated
cities on San Francisco Bay. Stipulations in the deeds to key parcels
of the property require preservation of natural conditions and
limitations on developments on these parcels.

"The function of the Division of Beaches and Parks at Mount
Tamalpais State Park is to manage, preserve and protect its varied
resources and values for their perpetuation in accordance with the
park purpose; to interpret these values effectively; and to provide
such facilities and services, consistent with the purpose of the park,
as are necessary for the full enjoyment of the park by the people.’

Significance of Principal Resources

Principal resources are those which are unique or most special, and for which the unit was
created. These can differ as to their significance in being essentially statewide or less
than statewide in significance. Principal resources are listed below by their relative
significance. '

Statewide Significance:

0

Sightseeing promontcry for panoramic views of San Francisco Bay, the Golden Gate,
and the Pacific Ocean.

Natural landmerk and highest point of land near San Francisco Bay.

One of the state's unique floras in diversity, number of species, and occurrence of
endemics and rare plants.

Redwood forests of recreational and scientific interest. (Not as significant as abave
in the sense that there are other preserved redwood forests nearby and elsewhere.)

Rugged ocean coastline of statewide interest wherever coastal access is available.
(Nat as significant as the above resources since considerable public coastline is
available in the Marin County area.)

A rare quartz-tourmaline rock which makes up maost of East Peak.
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Less than Statewide Significance:
o  Spaciousness end diversity of natural surroundings located near an urban area.
0 Solitude available near an urban area.

o Dark star-filled skies at night near an urban area {particularly at the top of the
mountain and at Rock Springs).

0  Abundant and diverse natural habitat which supports an extensive animal population.

0 Over 58 miles of hiking trails, many of which link to regional trails outside the park.
0 The Mountain Theater.

Resource Management Objective

The resource management objective for Mount Tamalpais State Park is to preserve,
protect, and, where necessary, to restore the varied park resources and values for their
perpetuation in accordance with the park's purpose. This objective will be approached by
formulating and implementing resource management policies which guide planning, future
acquisition, public use, facility development, and resource management activities and
programs.

Declaration of Resource Management Policy

Zone of Primeary Interest

The Zone of Primary Interest is that area in which the department would like to influence
development and use so that park resources are not seriously jeopardized or degraded.

The zone includes all land adjacent to the park boundaries; the land between Ridgecrest
Boulevard and Panoramic Highway; the military reservation lands at West Pealg the Rock
Springs area; private lands to the west of Panoramic Highway from State Highwayl to
Fern Creels Muir Woods National Monument; and the stream and riparian corridar of
Redwood Creek to its mouth at Muir Beach.

In addition, the department is concerned about any lands -- no matter how far away from
the park — that can, through their development, adversely affect those resources and
features within the park that the park was created to protect.

Management Policies

Abictic Resources
Geologic Hazard Mitigation -

Geologic hazards in Mount Tamalpais State Park can threaten human safety and park
facilities. :
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Policy: Geologically hazardous areas shall be avoided, or the hazard shall be reduced so
that the public can use these areas in reasonable safety. Decisions on reducing natural
hazards shall be made under the supervision of a certified engineering geologist.

Geologists shall be consulted on the siting and designing of any development. All
structures shall be designed to withstand a 1906 earthquake-type event generated
immediately offshore.

In addition, planning and development should follow these general guidelines:
o Areasinthe 100-year tsunami inundation zone should be limited to day-use activities.

o Unstable or marginally stable sreas should be evaluated by a geologist before
development, and monitored during the life of the development.

o All cuts greater than 5feet in height and steeper than 2:1 should be evaluated by a
geologist before, during, and after grading (Chapter 70, Unif orm Building Code).

Erosion Control

Accelerated erosion, a major problem in Mount Tamalpais State Park, poses a serious
threat to natural ecosystems. However, erosion, including coastal erosion, is also a
natural process that plays a definite role in the evolution of the iandscape.

Policy: Destructive or unnatural erosion shall be controlied and prevented by means
harmonious with the unit's purpose. Artificial controls will be introduced only under the
most extreme circumstances, and then only when conversion to a natural condition in the
future is the objective. The primary objective will be prevention of accelerated or
unnatural erosion. Where correction is imperative, all measures used will be as
unobtrusive as possible. Steps shall be taken to correct existing erosion problems in the
park.

Fuelbrealks on steep slopes shall be examined and where possible revegetated with
low-growing native grasses or other native vegetation, or reclaimed, should the erosion
problem warrant it.

Mineralogical and Paleontological Site Protection

Mineralogical and paleontological resources have scientific, educational, and recreational
values that can be destroyed by inappropriate park development or use.

Policy: The site at East Peak containing the rare quartz-tourmaline rock shall be
protected from degradation.

Mineralogical and paleontological resources in Mount Tamalpais State Park shall be
reported when observed by an employee of the department, and shall be investigated,
evaluated, and recorded by the staff geologist or his designee. Recommendations will
then be made regarding the necessary protective measures.

Using methods approved by the staff geclogist, the department will obliterate promptly
any defacements of geological features and restore the damaged sites to as natural an
appearance and condition as possible.
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Water Quality and Values Pratection

Diversion and pollution are the major concern with water features in the park. Diversion
applies particularly to freshwater streams, and pollution to any water body. Soil erosion
and effluent from a disposal system failure are the main water pollution threats in the
park. The Soil Consesvation Service notes that it is very unlikely that any of the soils in
the park are suited for the conventional septic filter field system (although such systems
now exist in some areas of the park).

Palicy: No diversion of water from a park stream or spring shall be allowed unless the
department first makes a thorough evaluation of the known or possible effects of such
diversion on the park's values.

No pollution of waters shall be permitted because of the installation of facilities by or for
the department. Where such pollution now exists, measures shall be taken to abate it.
Existing septic systems in the park shall be checked at least annually for possible
problems. :

Plant Resources

Rare and Endangered Plant Protection

Rare or endangered plants can be destroyed by developments or by concentrated visitor
use, especially when their exact locations, habitat requirements, and tolerances are
unknown. It is suspected that at least one of the rare plants in the park is dependent on
occasional fire for its long-term survival and is therefore being affected.by successful fire
suppression in the park.

Policy: All rare and endangered plants in the park shall be protected and managed for
their perpetuation. A program shall be initiated to locate and accurately map their
distribution, The management needs of each will be reviewed and appropriate
management actions taken.

Special Plant Life Protection

Special plants or plant associations, including the Sargent cypress, native bunchgrass
stands, and riparian woodland along Redwood Creek, require careful management and
protection for their perpetuation.

Policy: Areas of unique vegetation shall be protected from degradation as determined by
a department ecologist, _ o o ] :

Ecological Burning i

Natural fire in certain habitats, and especially in chaparral, is recognized as one of the
ecological factors contributing to the perpetuation of plants and animals in those
habitats. It is hypothesized that the control of fire in recent times has had the following
effects on Mount Tamalpais State Parlk:

1) Chaparral stands on the mountain have become old and decadent. There is a
buildup of dead material. It is likely there is nitrogen deficiency and a buildup
of phytotoxins in the soil. There is little if any herbaceous understory and no
germination of new shrub species, leading to a reduction in species diversity.
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2) Coyote brush and other coastal scrub plants are encroaching on grassland
areas. Bracken fern is also invading the grassiands, especially on the borders of
the mixed evergreen forest.

3}  Madrone, tan-oak, and Douglas-fir are replacing grasslands- on higher slopes and
ridges.

4) Douglas-fir is encroaching on moister chaparral sites, especially in draws and
ravines.

Controlled ecological burning of small parcels on a periodic rotational basis will reduce
the risk of wildfires and can maintain vegetative ecosystems and wildlife diversity.

Policy: The feasibility of an ecological burning program in the park shall be investigated.
When feasible, such a program shall be implemented.

Broom Control

Brooms, including French broom, Scotch broom, Spanish broom, and hybrid forms, are
serious exotic (nonnative) invaders in the park, and are displacing the natural flora. In the
last few years, broom has spread rampantly below Panoramic Highway, infesting about
140 acres of the perk. In other locations broom is establishing new foctholds from which
it will spread.

Policy: A broom control program shall be impiemented. Biological and mechanical
methods will be the preferred means of control. Continuing advancements in broom
control will be incorporated in the program as they become available. The first priority in
broom contro!l should be to eliminate the small infestations before they spread. Broom
plants beginning to invade grassland are of the most concern. Larger stands of broom
should be a second priority as their successful elimination is dependent on furt her
advances in methods of biological control.

Eucalyptus Control

Fucalyptus trees were sparingly planted many years ago in various locations that are now
in the park. In most places where they occur they have naturalized and are spreading. If
left unchecked they will continue to spread into natural plant communities. A few small
groves on ridges in the grassland are apparently not spreading at this time. They are,
however, conspicuously unnatural-looking in these locations.

Policy: Eucalyptus trees will be removed from the park. Eucalyptus growing on the ridge
between Lone Tree and Cold Stream drainages, along Cold Stream, on Diaz Ridge, and on
the north side of Green Gulch near where the park boundary leaves State Highway 1, shall
be removed at the first opportunity. The few eucalyptus trees growing in Frank Valley
shall also be removed. The department shall not remove more than 10 percent per year,
and only if they are replaced by materials compatible with the Resource Element.

19



Exotie Thistle Control

Exotic thistles, including primarily milk thistle, Italian thistle, and star thistle, occur in
many locations in the park's grassland areas and also along road cuts. Maost occurrences
are in areas of significant soil disturbance. Massive growths often replace native flora,
and in some areas where they grow dense or tall they can restrict recreational use.

Policy: A program shall be developed for controliing massive growths of thistle which
hamper recreational use or which significantly displace natural plant communities.,

Nonnative Conifers

Monterey cypress, Monterey pine, bishop pine, and Coulter pine were planted in several
locations in the park during the early part of the century fo increase forest cover on the
mountain. All four conifers are native to California but not to the park. None is
spreading greatly at this time.

Palicy: Nonnative conifers in the park shall be retained pending future evaluation.
Existing stands shall be controlled and prevented from spreading. Those that occur along
trails which block expansive views shall be considered for removal.

The 3.2-acre Monterey pine plantation ("tree farm") on the ridge between Kent Creek and
Cold Stream drainages shall be removed. This has a lower priority than control of exotic
species which are naturally spreading in the park.

Planting of Exotic Treés and Shrubs

When ornamental plants are used as tandscaping around park facilities they often contrast
with the native vegetation and thereby appear unnatural, and call attention to
themselves., Some ornamental plants are also capable of spreading into native plant
communities.

Policy: No ornamental (exotic) trees or shrubs shall be Planted in the park for landseaping
or other purposes. Where landscaping or other plantings are necessary, plants native to
the site and soils involved will, without exception, be used.

Wildfire Protection

A fire protection plan is required for protection of park resources and for visitor safety.
This also applies to park employee residences.

Policy: A fire protection plan shall be maintained and shall include prevention measures,
fuel management, visitor evacuation and safety, maintenance of fire access, and
acceptable fire fighting procedures. The fact that prescribed burning may be considered,
recommended, o used for fuel reduction ar vegetation management purposes does not
reduce the necessity for prevention and control of wildfires.
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Fire History Records

Fire history records, including precise locations and dates of all burns, are important to
the understanding and management of park vegetation. Burned areas can be monitored to
document recovery rates and succession patterns for guiding future vegetation
management and ecological burning programs.

Policy: A program for recording fire history in the park shall be developed and
implemented. This program shall apply to all burned areas of one-half hectare (1 acre) or
more in size. Coordination will be made with local fire departments.

Animal Resources
Wildlife Management

One of the primary purposes of Mount Temalpais State Park is the protection and
perpetuation of natural wildlife populaticns. Ideally it would be desirable to have all
wildiife in the park under "natural conditions,” which can be defined as conditions before
the influence of Europeans. For various reasons, this may be difficult if not impessible to
achieve. However, restoration of modified plant communities as discussed in the plant
management section of this element will help to restore natural conditions.

Policy: Wherever possible the department should restore altered wildlife habitats as
nearly as possible to conditions they would be in today had natural ecological processes
not been disturbed. Whether or not restoration of natural conditions is possible, it shall be
the policy of the department to avoid significant imbalances in the natural wildlife
population caused by man's influences. If it is necessary to regulate the populations by
something other than natural means, the methods used should be based upon sound
principles of wildife management and should avoid disturbance to other natural values of
the park.

Deliberate feeding of wildlife shall be strongly discouraged to protect both the animals
and park visitors. Feeding often causes an imbalance in the natural diet of wildlife and
may also result in other behavioral changes which reduce the animal's ability to survive
under matural conditions. Feeding of wildiife, particularly larger species, may also pose a
health and safety hazard to the park visitor. Animals such as deer and raccoon, which
have a history of becoming tame sround campgrounds and day-use aress, can suddenly bite
or kick when frightened, resulting in injury to the visitor. For these reasons, animals
which become tame enough to be touched by visitors shall be considered problem
individuals. When such animals ere determined to be a health or safety hazard, the
Department of Fish and Game shall be contacted and steps to minimize the problem, such
as removal or relocation of the animal(s), shall be decided upon and appropriate action
taken,

Domestic Animal Control

In order to achieve a more natural wildlife population in the park, adverse influences by
domestic animals must be minimized. Uncontrolled domestic animals, particularly dogs,
in the park can cause unnatural conditions through direct predation on wildife or
behavioral modifications. A major problem in this regard is dogs which stray into the park
from the residential areas of Mill Valley, Stinson Beach, and Fairfax.

Policy: It shall be the policy of the department to strictly enforce department rules and
requlations regarding dogs and other domestic animals in units of the State Park System.
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Vector Control L

Rodents, as well as other animals, may transmit diseases or support parasites capable of
transmitting certain diseases to man. The probability of most diseases reaching epizootic
levels (disease levels in animals which resemble epidemic levels in man) and becoming a
possible health hazard to man is in many cases related directly to overpopulation of the
animal host. As animal populations become crowded, the possibility of disease increases.

Policy: The populations of animals which are important vectors of disease, such as ground

squirrels, skunks, and raccoons, shall be visually monitored by field personnel during their =

regular duties. If significant inecreases in animal observations are reported in any
particular area, a departmental ecologist shall be notified. Should epizootic levels of
disease be found in areas frequented by the public, actions which lower the vector
population should be investigated and carried out if necessary for public safety.

Fisheries Protection

The anadromous fish runs of Redwood Creek are a fragile resource that requires careful
management and protection.

Policy: The department shall work closely with the California Department of Fish and
Game and the LLS. Fish and Wildlife Service to protect and enhance the natural fishery in
Redwood Creek, as well as in other aquatic resources of the park.

Cultural Resources

Several remaining historic structures and their ruins help to tell the history of early
recreational use on the mountain and in the park. The following are recommended
policies for these structures:

Policy: The CCC fire lookout tower at East Peak shall remain in service for the county,
and the fire department shall be encouraged to perform necessary maintenance on the
structure to ensure its continued rustic appearance. Should the county discontinue its use
of the tower, the department shall maintain it as a historic structure and public viewing
facility.

Foundations of the Tavern of Tamalpais shall be maintained. The area could be filled to
help preserve the foundations until further study of them can be made.

Qualified historical archeologists shall study the debris remains of the Tavern to gain
insight into late nineteenth and early twentieth century life in the area. Park staff shall
be educated about the need to keep the whereabouts of the debris confidential,

The Mountain Theater shall be preserved, maintained, and used for such events as
weddings, plays, and nonamplified concerts, as in the past. The two stone restrooms shall
be preserved; the fixtures may be removed and the structures used for interpretive
purposes. Small features associated with the theater shall be repaired, restored if
necessary, and maintained as important parts of the historic fabric of the theater.

The remains of the CCC camp shall be left alone and development discouraged at this
time. The camp should be studied by historical archeologists.

Roadbeds for early railroad and stage lines shall continue to be maintained and used as
hiking trails. B
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The rustic Pan Toll headquarters shall be kept in good repair.
The remairs of the dairy ranchin Frank Valley shall be removed.

The cabins a Steep Ravine have no architectural or historical sign'ificance and may be
removed if the department decides to do so.

Esthetic Resources

The scenic resources of Mount Tamalpais State Park are of primary importance and are
the essence of the park's unique qualities. These include most specifically the promontory
views, but also the quality of natural surroundings that can be found in the park and along
its trails.

Policy: The special scenic resources of the park shall be protected from all degrading and
Undesirable intrusions. Structures in the park shall be sensitively designed and located so
they blend with their surroundings.

Powerlines and other detracting installations shall be kept as unobtrusive as possible.
Such intrusions as do exist shall be removed as soon as practical. Powerlines running over
the ridge above Lone Tree Creek drainage and near the junction of the Pacific Coast and
Dipsea trails shall be removed as soon as possible.

Signs shall be kept to a minimum, strategically located, and in the best of taste. All litter
shall be removed.

The very visible scar left from an earlier fire trail along Throckmerton Ridge shall be
closed to foot travel and revegetated.

The feasibility of clesing some fire roads along grass-covered ridges shall be investigated.
Particular attention should be given to McKinnan Gulch and Willow Camp fire trails.

Ecological burning or other highly visible management practices shall be conducted in
such a manner as to minimize impact on the park’s scenery.
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Allewable tse _

Classification of this unit as a state park dictates appropriate and inappropriats
recreational activities. .

The park was created for the enjoyment of certain principal or special resources,

Additional consideration may be given to recreational activities that are directly related
to the enjoyment of these resources. Those that are not directly related to these
resources are not appropriate, and should not be considered.

Since Mount Tamalpais State Park is part of the State Park System, the statewide
perspective should also be considered. Recreational opportunities that relate to the
special resources or to resource aspects that have a statewide significance should be
provided first. :

Based on these assumptions, some possible recreational activities are ranked and listed
bel ow.

Highest pricrity recreation activities based on resource si gnificance:

Sightseeing = Painting and sketching
Nature study and obser vation Creative writing
Hiking oo o Contemplation

Photography

Secondary importance:

Picnicking : : Fishing
Camping o ' Astronomy

Some inappropriste recreational activities, not related to the significance of the park's
primary or special resources:

Maodel airplane flying
Athietic events or competition*

Illegal activities:

Hunting
Off-road vehicle riding

*  The traditional annual Dipsea Race, established in 1905 before the park was created,
is @ permitted exception.
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Allowable Use Intensity

California state law (Section 5019.5, Public Resources Cocde) requires that the department
make a land carrying capacity survey before any park or recreational area development
plan is completed. As a step in determining carrying capacity, the department is using
"allowable use intensity."

Allowable use intensity is of vital importance as a guideline in helping to determine what
types of facilities and how many of each type are suitable for a particular area in a State
Park System unit. A compromise must usually be sought between meeting recreational
needs and protecting the environment, all within the framework of the area's physical
limitations.

The amowunt of use an area can withstand with nco substential degradation of the
environment depends on the type of activity, the number of users, and the intensity of
use, as well as the physical characteristics of the area and its ecological and esthetic
tolerances. It is too complex to quantify. However, a qualitative analysis of general
kinds of use can be made and applied to various areas of a unit to indicate appropriate use
intensity in each area. Once use begins, adjustments can be made as determined through
monitoring and observation by staff resource personnel or resulting impacts on the
resources. If it appears that use intensity exceeds the capacity of the resources, proper
steps can be taken to reduce use through various operational means available, which may
include closure, rerouting, and rehabilitation.

The allowable use intensities for various areas of Mount Tamalpais State Park were based
on seven classes of use intensity. The seven classes (AthroughG) are described in detail
in the Appendix. The least restrictive class is "A" the most restrictive is "G". Of these
seven classes, five are appropriate for Mount Tamalpais State Park. Table 1 summarizes
the intensity of use, the limiting resource criteria, the suggested recreation level, and
suggested development level far each class. The four basic types of uses are:

Destination use - concentrated human activity both in space and time

Transitory use activities that involve moving through the landscape

activities not centered in any developed area, e.g. nature
exploration away from a developed trail
\

Unstructured use

Controlied use - activities under guidance or super vision

The Allowable Use Intensity Map (Appendix B) shows the park divided among Classes
B-F. The mapis intended as a guideline to the suitability of different areas for a given
use intensity on an individual basis and not collectively.This map describes an "as is"
situation and does not consider mitigating measures that may be feasible but which can
only be analyzed on an individual basis.

25




Class Intensity

*A  Destination Use -
Unrestricted

B Destination Use -
Possible Restrictians

C  Destination Use -
Restrietions '

D Transitory Use -
Possible Restrictions
E~  Transitory Use -

Restrictions

F Unstructured or
Controlled Use

*G  Closed to Use

(*Not located in this unit)

Table
2

Allgwable Use Intensity Classes

Limiting
Resource Criteria

Availahle area

50il characteristics
{caompressibility, depth,
permeability, erosion
potential, ete.) topographic
form, characteristics of
immediately surrounding
areas

Same criteria as above
with possibility of other
criteria such as wildfire
or flood hazards

Slope, erosion patential,
scenic resources af some
fragility

Slope, slope stability,
erasion potential,
sensitive ecological
resources, Important
scenic resource areas

Very fragile or valuable
cultural resources, very
sensitive ecological
resourees, geologic hazards
and land instability

Severe geologic hazards

Suggested
Recreation Level

T Auto access,_camping,
picnicking, interpretive
center

Auto access, camping,
picnicking

Limited auto access,
and limiations to
camping and picnicking,
by size, utility
availability, and access

- Auto-bicycle sightseeing,
roadside vistas

’ . Hiking, sightseeing,
photography, sketching

Nature study and
exploration, guided
taurs

No use - _
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Suggested
Deyeloprment Level

Paved roads and parking,-
permanent structures,

septic system -

Paved roads and parking,
permanant structures,
limited septic systems

Formal camping and
picnic units

Roads, bicycle trails,
roadside parking

Hiking irails, signs,
faotbridges

No facility development

No facillty development
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LAND USE AND FACILITIES ELEMENT

The Land Use and Facilities Element provides general guidelines for the development of
Mount Tamalpais State Park. The goal is to enhance the public's use and enjoyment of the
park while protecting its natural and cultural resources. This element contains
evaluations of existing park conditions and recommendations for recreation use,
transportation improvements, land use, and facility development in the park. These
recommendations have been reviewed by the department, concerned citizens, and federal,
state, regional, and county agencies.

Study Area

The study area considered in formulating this plan comprises lands that affect or
potentially affect the management, future development, and use of the park and its
resources (see Study Area Map, Appendix B). The area includes Mount Tamalpais and its
watersheds. It is bounded on the west by the Pacific Ocean; on the north by the
Fairfax-Bolinas Road across the three reservoirs of Alpine Lake, Bon Tempe Lake, and
Phoenix Lake; the western limits of Kentfield, Larkspur, and Corte Madera; Highway 101
to the east of the City of Mill Valley; and the Tennessee Valley on the south near the
Marin Headlands.

It is not intended that all lands in this area should be considered for acquisition, or in any
way be directly managed or influenced by the current plan.

In the study area there are five governmental planning jurisdictions or agencies which
have a direct effect on the planning for Mount Tamalpais State Park: the County of
Marin, the City of Mill Valley, the Marin Municipal Water District (MMWD), the Golden
Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA), and the California Coastal Zone Conservation
Commission.

o The park is located in the unincorporated area of Marin County. The county has
acquired 57.4 acres in Cascade Canyon as open space lands located along the eastern
boundary of the park. This will help protect the park's values.

o Nearby communities share our concern about existing and future traffic congestion.
Also, residents of Muir Beach have voiced their concern about maintaining the quality
of their water supply which they obtain from wells located near the park boundery.
Open areas under the jurisdiction of Mill Valley provide hiking access to the park.

o Tre prime concern of the Marin Municipal Water District is the protection of its
watershed. To prevent overuse of its lands, MMWD has recommended that park
planning in areas that would affect MMWD land be limited to improving existing
facilities.

o Golden Gate National Recreation Area, Muir Woods National Monument, and Mount
Tamalpais State Park comprise a large area of contiguous public parklands. They
share meny common concerns and will continue to work cooperatively to solve
problems. '
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0 The California Coastal Zone Conservation Commission is made up of six regional
commissions. Mount Tamalpais State Park is within the North Central Coast Region.
Future park uses and developments recommended in this plan are generally
compatible with applicable local and regional plans.

Recreation Evaluation

The recreation evaluation conducted for Mount Tamalpais State Park identified the
existing recreational situation, relating it to statewide, regional, county, and local
concerns. Factors that would affect future development and use of the park were
examined. The following points were clearly established:

6 There is a large demand for outdoor recreation in the Bay Area and at Mount
Tamalpais State Park, with an increase expected in the future. »

o The demand for recreation is polarized into two factions: 1)those who want
structured activities, usually with developed facilities, and 2)those who want
unstructured activities so people can "do their own thing," often needing little in the
way of developed facilities. Although these two points of view represent opposite
ends of the spectrum, it is not uncommon to find some users in both categories.

o There is an existing and projected facility deficiency for both day-use and
overnight-use activities evident in Marin County and the surrounding Bay Area.

0 Because of limited terrain that is suitable for development and the concern for
protecting both the natural resources and the visitor's experience at the park, any
significant amount of development is not advisable.

o Mount Tamalpais State Park can provide a diversity of activity types. Day-use and
overnight-use activities can take place.

Recreation Demand |

To estimate recreation demand, park planners studied the situation in the planning district
in which the park is located. Mount Tamalpais State Park is in Planning District 4 of the
Califarnia Qutdoor Reécreation Resource Plan (CORRP). District 4 basically represents
the Bay Area region. In addition to Marin Cournty, the planning district includes the
counties of Sonoma, Napa, Solano, Contra Costa, Alameda, Santa Clara, San Mateo, and
San Francisco, along with San Pablo, Suisun, and San Francisco bays. There is a large
demand for outdoor recreation opportunities in the planning district. About 84 perecent of
recreation usersin the district are district residents.

Recreation demand in District 4 is concentrated in Marin and ot her north bay counties and
increased demand can be expected. According to the CORRP study:
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"Many agencies anticipate that future cultural or sociological
changes, such as the all-year school and a shortened work week, will
have the effect of increasing the number of short-term vacation
periods, distributing use over a greater portion of the year, and
enforeing the search for close to home recreation opportunities.”

Although this even distribution of demand may occur, and recent gas shortages may
support this, current peak visitation at Mount Tamalpais State Park is primarily on the
weekends, causing crowding of limited facilities. On weekdays, the facilities are not fully
used.

Recreation Trends

Park planners attempted to determine the type of recreation activities or facilities people
will want. Recently there has been an increased interest in hiking, bicycling, and
horseback riding. People appear to favor trails that link residential areas to recreation
areas, or trails that tie two or more recreation areas together (CORRP 1974).

At the same time that demand is increasing, factions are beginning to form. One side
stresses more structured recreation use with developed facilities, Demand is generated
for additional scenic highways as close as possible to the population centers. There is
increased pressure for facilities on the coast and bay shoreline and an increased interest
in specialized programs for senior citizens and cultural activities,

Ancther faction emphasizes less developed parks with fewer structured activities. There
is a growing demand for wilderness or back country experiences within or adjacent to the
cities, and a greater emphasis on citywide or regional parks where activities are generally
unstructured.

Two general types of visitors to the park -- the occasional motoring tourists and the
regul ar regional users — reflect these differing points of view. Many of the sightseers are
from among the more than 2,000,000 visitors to Muir Woods each year. They come up to
Fast Peak to enjoy the panoramic view of the Bay Area, and these visitors are interested
in improvements to roads and traffic conditions. They also desire overnight facilities
close to Bay Area attractions.

The reqular regional users come to Mount Tamalpais to enjoy the secluded natural
environments accessible by a myriad of trails throughout the park and adjacent area.
These visitors feel strongly about the protection of the mountain from any development
that might mean anincrease in cars and people.

Another important visitor categery is composed of those from the region and elsewhere
who camp at the park to enjoy the park camping experience and day-use activities rather
than to use the campsite as a "motel" as they tour the Bay Area.

The difference of opinion over future facilities was also evident in public comments made
during the planning process. For example, on the subject of day use of the park, one side
suggested more perking facilities, interpretive displays, formal picnic areas, and a variety
of concession services. The other side irsisted that only existing trails be maintained and
that public transportation be emphasized to ease traffic congestion in the park.
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On the subject of overnight use, one side pushes for no overnight use or possibly a
backpacking camp at most, while others would like to see more individual and family
camps, and possibly hostels.

Recreation Deficiencies

Once the recreation picture for Planning District 4 was considered, an analysis was made
of unsatisfied recreation demands. These demands fall into two main categories ~--
day-use opportunities, and overnight-use opportunities.

Accarding to the CORRP study:

"Some ereas appear to be adequately served by regional day-use
parks, while others are in dire need of such facilities. County or
regional parks must be established in areas that are not presently
being served this way. These county or regional parks should be
developed to serve general needs as well as specific activity
interests--youth camps, mechanized parks, and the like. A pressing
need in Planning District 4 is for large open space areas within or
near the urban centers.

"The scarcity of camping facilities is the most serious deficiency in
recreational opportunities within Planning District 4. Because of
the tourist attraction of this District, competition is keen between
residents and non-residents for available campsites. The demand for
camping opportunities is greatest along the coast.”

To find out the extert of deficiencies in the park, a questionnaire was distributed at the
start of this current planning effort. Its purpose was to gather regional visitor use
information and regional visitor attitudes towards future development at the park. The
findings were:

(o}

On Present Recreation Use - Hiking throughout many areas in the park is the
principal recreation activity, Other major uses include picnicking, running,
rock-climbing, rest, and meditation,

On Future Overnight Use - About half of those who responded to the questionnaire
felt a need for additional campsites. Of these, hike-in individual sites were most
often suggested, but group sites, primitive sites, and RV sites were also suggested.

On Future Day-Use Facilities - Seventy-five percent were opposed to any additional
day-use facilities. C -

On General Issues and Concerns - The major concern was that overdevelopment and
overuse of the park may occur.

To some extent, visitor comments on expanded overnight-use and day-use facilities at
Mount Tamalpais State Park correspond to CORRP's findings, particularly on the need for
overnight facilities.
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A recent (1978) survey by the Marin County Parks and Recreation Department shows that
similar deficiencies are noted by local residents. They would like to have more and better
camping and picnicking facilities, hiking, bicycling, and equestrian trails, and
campgrounds and trails accessible to disabled persons.

Despite the recreation deficiencies noted in Planning District 4 and Marin County, it is
neither practical nor advisable to accommodate any major level of recreation use
development at the park. This is because of limited terrain suitable for development and
concern far protection of both the natural resources and the visitor experience of the
park. Less than 5percent of Mount Tamalpais is relatively flat {0-8 percent slope). Much
of this land has already been developed or is not readily accessible for development.
Certain aeas of flat land are also located in sensitive resource zones. These factors limit
the developmenrt potential of the park.

It is not advisable to establish any major development at Mount Tamalpais State Park.
CORRP notes that "The Golden Gate National Recreation Area, when completed, will be
a prime recreational attraction and will serve to relieve much of the burden on local
recreation agencies in providing close-to-home recreational opportunities for residents of
Planning District 4."

Proposed Recreation Use

Emphasis at Mount Tamalpais State Park will be placed on providing a diversity of
appropriate outdoor recreation opportunities to enhance all the visitors' enjoyment of the
park.

These recreation opportunities are those that preserve the quality of recreation
experience for the visitor and allow the visitor to relate to the natural resource values of

the park.

Both day use and overnight use will be provided for at Mount Tamalpais State Park.
Because a hich percentage (84 percent) of the park's visitor use is anticipated to originate
from within a day-use travel zone, filling day-use needs will continue to be the principal
recreation objective of the park. Along with day-use needs, overnight use of the park is
also appropriate and especially valuable for visitors who do not reside locally.
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Dax Use

Overnight Use

Table 3

Proposed Recreation Activities

Hiking

Formal and informal plcmclqng
Sightseeing S
Group plcmckmg

Natural and cultural interpretation
Nature study

Horseback riding

Specialized activities

Individual and family camping

Group camping S
Backpacking

Hosteling

Astronomy and other natural interpretation
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Transportation Evaluation

The natural, cultural, and recreational resources of Mount Tamalpais State Park should be
enjoyed by a wide segment of the nearby metropolitan populations as well as by visitors
from farther away. Early in the preparation of this General Plan it became apparent that
traffic congestion, parking deficiencies, and lack of public transit use were problems that
must be addressed if the park is to serve the public in the best way possible.

The transportation issues that face this unit are only a small part of a much larger
recreational transportation picture. As the National Park Service points out in its study
on the Golden Gate National Recreation Area/Point Reyes, "...Without better transit (the
area) will be unable to serve a significant number of people with a great need for
improved recreation' Many community members and agencies felt that adequate
transportation was critical to appreciation of the park. (See Transportation Plan,
Appendix B.)

Visitors to Mount Tamalpais State Park can expect increasingly congested roadways and
full parking areas during peak-use periods unless innovative alternatives are developed.
The proposals in this plan are designed to provide such alternatives. Our objective is to
build a foundation for future public transit.

Although state park planners examined long-range goals, recommendations which could be
implemented in the near future were of key concern.

These recommendations are based on the following objectives:
o Control private auto traffic and parking within the park

o Make public transit an attractive and effective alternative
o Improve visitor's experience of park

o Preserve/restore natural environment

Traffic Conditions

Ninety-eight percent of park users arrive by private car. As a result, on peak-use days,
roads and parking areas at Mount Tamalpais are often congested. Adding to ths
congestion are visitors going to other recreation areas such as Muir Woods, Stinson Beach,
and Point Reyes. Traffic patterns vary widely; on weekdays there is little, if any,
congestion.

Two highways and three other paved roads serve the area,

Panoramic Highway: The Panoramic Highway, a county road through the park, is the
major access to Lhe park and carries local traffic going to Stinson Beach and other local
areas. The highway is hazardous and in peak periods is very heavily traveled. At such
times it may take two hours to traverse the park. There is marked congestion at the
intersection of this highway and the Ridgecrest Boulevard/Pan Toll Road.
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State Highway 1 (Coast Highway): State Highwayl provides access to the park from the
south at two points — where it intersects with Panoramic Highway, and where it
intersects Frank Valley Road at a point near Muir Beach. Majar conflicts with local
traffic ocour at Muir Beach (Frank Valley Road is primary aceess to Mur Woods), at
Stinson Beach, and at various coastal sites between these two communities where roadside
parking occurs. S

Frank Valley Road: The Frank Valley Road (Muir Woods Road) is the only secondary road
connecting Pancramic Highway to Highway 1. The segmert between Muir Woods and
Highway 1 is the principal access road to Muir Woods National Monument. As such it is
heavily traveled, carrying many charter buses from SanFrancisco and the East Bay. The
segment between Muir Woods and Panoramic Highway is hazardous and less frequently
used. - : :

Bolinas Ridge Road: Bolinas Ridge Road (park property) serves as a minor access to the
park from Fairfax. It receives only light use.

Ridgecrest Boulevard: Ridgecrest Boulevard (park property) is the only paved access to
the East Peak area. Since about 66 percent of park visitors go to East Peak, there is
heavy traffic congestion on this road on holidays and weekends.

At present, these roads are heavily congested on 30-50 days per year at times of peak
park use. Because the problem involves areas outside the state park, a full assessment
should be made of origins and destinations of the traffic in the park and in areas such as
Muir Woods National Monument, Stinson Beach, Point Reyes National Seashore, and local
communities. Although increased road capacity might initially reduce congestion on
roads, the department believes that increased use of public transit would be the best
solution to peak weekend and holiday traffic congestion.

A specific traffic problem deserves mention. The intersection of Highwayl and
Panoramic Highway at the east end of the park is awkward and dangerous because of
severe alignment problems. Topographic conditions are so limiting that no easy solution
presents itself. Additional study by all concerned agencies is recommended.

Road Conditions = N ] , R

A dirt road leads to Camp Alice Eastwood from Panoramic Highway; all other roads
(except fire roads) in the park are two-lane asphalt pavement. Rehabilitation of two of
the roads maintained by the department is needed.

Ridgecrest Boulevard extends from Pan Toll ranger station to East Peak. The section
from Pan Toll to the Mil Valley Air Foree Station (4,500 feet from Rock Springs
intersection) is in goad condition. The section from Mill Valley Air Force Station to East
Peak (10,000 feet) is in poor condition and should be repaired,

Bolinas Ridge Road (18,000 feet), which extends from Rock Springs to the Bolinas-F airfax
Road, needs repair badly. The original surface is 0.25 to 0.5 inches thick and has been
patched numerous times. It needs a completely new surface with reflective striping. At
present, when the fog comes_in, the road edge cannot be seen.
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Parking

There are a total of 260 paved parking spaces at Mountain Theater, Mountain Home, Pan
Toll, Bootjack, and East Peak. The dirt parking lot at Rock Springs can hold about 100
cars. Ancther 95 road pullout spaces have been identified at various points in the unit.

At peak times, when the established parking areas are full, the natural environment and
visual enjoyment suffer as additional cars are parked randomly wherever there is room.
Weekday parking is not a problem.

To some extent designated parking areas serve to limit use of the parig but our goal is not
to restrict paerk use. Rather we hope to increase park use, in some areas, and at other
than peak times, by encouraging use of public transit and protect the resources by
controlling parking. To this end we recommend that:

- Parking be consolidated at major trailhead and use areas;

--  Random off-road parking be controlled to eliminate hazardous situations and
degradation of natural resources;

- Transit service be provided at major parking areas;
—-  Damaged areas be restored;

* —-  New areas be designed to have minimum visual impact and be landscaped with
native plants.

Public Transit

The proposals in this plan aim at making it easier for people to use public transit to and
from the park. Although the unit is currently served by public transit (Golden Gate
Transit routes 61, 62, and 63), there is limited flexible access to the entire park. Also,
the existing service focuses on transit-dependent users, and does little to encourage
private automobile users to park and use public transit.

The department recognizes that it will require significant efforts in innovative planning,
infarming the public, and working cooperatively with other public and private agencies to
convince "transit-reluctant” people to give up the convenience of private automobiles.
Because we believe that encouraging park visitors to use mass transit is one of the most
important planning considerations, we make the following recommendations:

- The department should develop an entrance complex at Diaz Ridge with an
information station, 50 designated parking spaces, and accommodations for
public transit. In cooperation with the Golden Gate National Recreation Area
(GGNRA), we could provide appropriate information on traffic and parking
conditions at Stinson Beach, Muir Woods, and Mount Tamalpais, and encourage
alternative public transit use. The parking facilities could serve not only park
visitors but also users of GGNRA lands in the immediate area and users of
MMWD lands. GGNRA has property adjacent to the state park lands that could
figure in the dtimate proposal.
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- The department should consult with Golden Gate Transit (GGT) on the
possibility of extending its current service to include a stop at Diaz Ridge (GGT
Route 63) and stops at Diaz Ridge, the equestrian center, Kent Canyon, and
Warm Springs (GGT Route 61).

-- The department should consult with the National Park Service on the possibility
of extending its planned shuttle service to include a stop at Pan Toll and stops
along Ridgecrest Boulevard, Ballou Point, Rock Springs, and Laurel Dell
trailhead. The National Park Service has recommended implementation of a
shuttle service for 1977-B2 that will serve the northern portion of Bolinas Ridge
Road. Extension of this service would not only provide a vital link between
GGNRA and Mount Tamalpais State Park, but would also provide supplemental
access when parking along Ridgecrest Boulevard and Bolinas Ridge Road is full,

- The department should undertake additional studies .on the recreational
transportation problems with appropriate agencies to determine mutual needs
and potential solutions. For example, CALTRANS owns a parking area near the
junction of Highwaysl and 10l. The area receives only negligible: use on
weekends, and CALTRANS staff has indicated that the area could be used as a
staging area for recreation travel.

Additional study should be made by the department of the feasibility of providing a
shuttle from the Rock Springs area to East Peak andfor from Diaz Ridge to East Peak,
and providing a shuttle to link the developments in Frank Valley. Also, the possibility of
restoring train service far access to the park has been considered. Preliminary analysis of
these suggestions indicates that they are not feasible at this time.

Trails o

The 5B miles of trails in the park are one of its principal attractions. Twenty-eight hiking
and equestrian trails are now available for use within the park's boundaries, including six
fire roads. Many of these trails are interconnected with other trails extending beyond the
park boundaries, making the system a valuable means of providing visitor access to the
par k from points outside the park.

There are no established bike trails in the park. While this department generally
encourages bike use, the topography of the park and surrounding areas is so steep as to
discourage construction of trails outside of roadways; and the type of roads and volume of
traffic is such that biking is not safe on the roads.

it is interesting to note how other plans may affect the unit's trail system.

The Marin Courtywide Plan proposes a main county hiking trail system, with one trail
starting at Poirt Reyes National Seashore, extending along the Bolinas Ridge, and
connecting with the Golden Gate Bridge. Another trail intersecting at Rock Springs will
tie to the East Marin trails and is identified in the countywide plan. This route, the
proposed Pacific Coastal Trail, is endorsed by GGNRA and the department. GGNRA has
proposed in its General Management Plan that the trail connect with Point Reyes National
Seashore. .
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The Mil Valley General Plan encourages hiking to the park from the city by providing
various park trail access points from residential streets.

Extensive MMWD trails are connected with trails in the park. MMWD trail management
policies are compatible with those of state trails, except that MMWD allows leashed dogs
on its trails while California's Public Resources Code prohibits dogs on state park trails.

Recognizing the importance of trails at Mount Tamalpais, a trails survey questionnaire
was developed and distributed to various hiking enthusiasts, organizations, and park staff
for their comments on existing trail use and condition. This survey has added measurably
to knowledge of existing trail conditions and maintenance needs, and has established a
realistic standard for new trail development to serve the proposed facilities.

From the survey's findings, a systematic maintenance evaluation will be developed by the
department's Operations Division, with the cooperation of hiking and conservation clubs,
to create an ongoing program of adequate care for park trails. It is not felt that any
additional trails are needed in the park, beyond those required to connect proposed
developments to the existing trail system. '

Land Use Evaluation

Existing Land Use

Mount Tamalpais features 58 miles of hiking trails. Overnight use occurs at 16 camping
sites at Pan Toll. Group camping is provided at Camp Alice Eastwood. The balance of
the park is used primarily for day use, including activities such as beach use, rock
climbing, scenic driving, and horseback riding. Mount Tamalpais State Park hosts more
than a million visitors annually. Peak visitation occurs on weekends, creating traffic
congestion and parking problems.

Proposed Land Use

Areas of potential use and/or development are identified on the Proposed Land Use Plan,
Appendix B. The plan is partly based on allowable use intensity and carrying capacity
limits and recreation planning and design guidelines. Proposed land uses for Mount
Tamalpais are divided into four basic categories: natural/preservation use, day use,
multi-use, and maintenance/operations use. (Specific proposals for each area are
presented in the next section, Facilities Evaluation and Proposals.)

Natural/Preservation Use Areas. This category makes up about 95 percent of the
park. It is proposed that these areas be maintained in a natural state with only
minimum development, such as hiking trails. Trails near sensitive plant communities
should be monitored to ensure resource protection. It is essential to the park's
integrity that this type of use predominate. In doing so, many of the secluded areas
of the park will be preserved and the need for less-developed back country will be
met.
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Day-Use Areas. In these areas mare structured activities will be provided, such as
picnicking, natural/cultural interpretation, sightseeing, and any specialized
activities. All areas will have roadway access and facilities for motoring tourists and
day users. Designated day-use areas are East Peak, Rock Springs, parts of Bolinas
Ridge, Bootjack, Mountain Home, along Panoramic Highway at Diaz Ridge, Red Rock
area, and in the Frank Valley area. All have scenic vistas dominated by Mount
Tamalpais.

Multi-Use Areas. These areas will provide facilities for both day and overnight use.
Individual, family, and group camping will be allowed, and day uses such as
picnicking. Multi-use areas will be located at Pan Toll, Camp Eastwood, and parts of
Frank Valley.

Maintenance/Operations Use Areas. These areas will be used for park maintenance,
operations, and/or administrative activities. The principal base will be at Pan Toll,
with satellite storage and temporary residential units at Kent Canyon and public
contact facilities at Pan Toll and Diaz Ridge. West Peak is a potential
maintenance/operations base.

F acilities Evaluation and Proposals

This section describes the department’s evaluation of existing facilities and proposals for
development in the four use categories. Existing uses are described at 15 specific
locations in the park, followed by a description of proposed facilities to be provided in
each place. (The General Plan map shows these places and summarizes proposed
facilities.) , B '

In formulating facility proposals for Mount Tamalpais, no attempt has been made to
satisfy all the recreation deficiencies identified in Planning District 4. The resulting level
of development would be unacceptable to users of the park and in terms of environmental
quality. Generally, the goal was to retain the kinds of activities people have traditionally
enjoyed at Mount Tamalpais and to improve the quality of their experiences. Visitors will
continue to enjoy a range of activities including hiking, sightseeing, picnicking, horseback
riding, camping, and backpacking.

Proposed Facilities by Area

Bolinas Ridge

Outstanding views from the grassy knolls of Bolinas Ridge attract many drivers. Unpaved
pullouts serve sightseers, informal picnickers, and hikers. On weekends, when improved
parking areas are full, many cars park on the road shoulder.

A total of 115 parking places will be identified for visitors' needs. Along the ridge west of
Rock Springs, 45 designated parking spaces will be provided (including 15 at Laurel Dell
and 15 at Ballou Point), along with 40 improved pullout parking spaces at various
locations. At Trojan Point, between Rock Springs and Pan Toll, 30 parking spaces will be
provided. The surface of these areas will remain unpaved.
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Existing parking areas that are to be phased out will be restored to. their natural state.
Public transit stops are proposed along Bolinas Ridge to coincide with remaining parking
areas.

Fifteen picnic units will be provided along Bolinas Ridge near proposed parking aress and
located so as to take advantage of scenic points along Bolinas Ridge Road.

Appropriate sanitary facilities will be provided in the area.
Rock Springs

This is a beautiful area of gently relling meadows and scattered groves of trees. The area
serves as a principal trailhead for MMWD land, with an informal parking lot close to the
road. When there are special performances at the Mountain Theater, as many as
200 vehicles park there. '

The. General Plan proposes that the existing meadow parking area should no longer be used
as extensively, and that part of it be restored to its natural condition. Sixty paved and
defined parking spaces and Spicnic units are proposed there. An additional 30-car
unpaved overflow parking lot can be provided in the general area for park use. The
restored Rock Springs meadow will continue to serve a few times a year as overflow
parking when needed for special functions at the Mountain Theater. This limited use of
the restored area is not expected to harm it.

Additional parking is available just north of the Mountain Theater, where 100overflow
spaces are provided in the existing MMWD parking lot. Precautions should be taken to
avoid new development that would jeopardize any rare or endangered plant species.

Transit access to this area is also proposed.
Mountain Theater

This natural amphitheater, with its massive stone seats, has held crowds of over 5,000
people. It accommodates special events, such as the annual Mountain Play put on by the
Mountain Play Association, high school graduations, and Easter Sunday services. Use of
the Marin Municipal Water District parking lot (100 spaces) to the north of the theater is
available on request.

Although special events are held only a few times each year, the large influx of visitors
over a short time accentuates the lack of available parking. The search for parking often
leads users to pull off roads, damaging the environment and creating safety problems.

Since present use is largely confined to paved surfaces and there is no apparent damage to
resources, a limitation on visitors does not appear to be called for. A limitation now
exists in terms of availability of parking spaces. To some extent this can be overcome by
- busing arrangements. These arrangements are the responsibility of the organizations that
sponsar events at the theater and are subject to prior approval of various controlling
agencies, as required by the park staff. '
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The existing par!d;ng' area at the entrance to the theater will provide 10 designated
parking spaces and a passenger drop-off zone.

If the West Peak facility (almost one mile from the theater) becomes available for park
use, 200 more parking spaces will be available., Mountain Theater users could arrange a
shuttle system to this facility.

Improvements to the Mountain Theater will include replacement of old water lines,
upgrading of electric service, and general site work, including attention to trails.

West Peak

The West Peak area is owned by the Marin Municipal Water District (MMWD), and leased to
the U.S. Air Force for a radar station (Mill Valley Air Force Station). On the summit of
West Peak are communication domes along with a number of buildings, all highly visible
from many parts of the Bay Area. The Air Force expects to phase out its operation over
the next two years. Several proposals have been made for park use of West Peak. This
department encourages removal of the domes and other structures that mar the skyline.
However, it is understood that after the military leaves the site, the domes will be
retained and operated by the Federal Aviation Agency.

The department considers the following as potential uses for the site. They would be
negotiated with MMWD, :

Portions of West Peak could be used for a resident outdoor environmental education
facility. Overflow parking for special events at the Mountain Theater could alsa be
located at West Peak. Other portions of West Peak could be used for park operations (staff
residences, minor maintenance and storage areas, and information office space). The
maintenance and operation of facilities at West Peak, including utility systems, would be a
major responsibility with heavy financial implications. It is not likely that this
department would need all of the facilities of the area, so some form of joint undertaking
“ with MMWD should be considered.

In the long run, most, if not all, of the structures should be removed from West Peak to
reestablish a natural scene. To this end, the department views its use of facilities there
as temporary, and would eventually find other locations for these functions, possibly
outside the park.

West Point Inn

The department is currently negotiating a S0-year lease with the Marin Municipal Water
District to bring some 900 acres of MMWD land under the department's jurisdiction., The
West Peoint Inn watershed is within this land and will continue as a day-use hiking area.
The terms of the lease will exempt the West Point Club, allowing it to continue operating
the West Point Inn. The inn'is used by various groups as a retreat, and also serves as a rest

stop where hikers can refresh themselves.

The West Point Inn will continue to provide both day-use and overnight use opportunities,
subject to the terms of the lease agreement.
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Boot Jack }

Originally, Bootjack was a group camp facility, but it is now a picnic area located on
small flats in a generally sloping area. The site has suffered from heavy use and is in need
of some rehabilitation. It also serves as a major trailhead.

At Bootjack, the 20existing picnic units will be retained, and the area will be
rehabilitated to correct deficiences. The 49 parking spaces will remain, with landscaping
added to screen the area from the adjacent Panoramic Highway.

Pan Toll

Pan Toll serves as the only individual/family campground in the park. The 16 campsites
are heavily used and need rehabilitation., These are walk-in, tent sites; no spaces are
available for vehicular camping. Parking is available about 100 yards from the campsites.
Tte park headquarters is also located in this area, along with staff residences and
maintenance and storage facilities.

These l6campsites will continue as multi-use facilities, providing both day use and
overnight use. Pan Toll will also continue to be used as & major trailhead for the park. As
camping facilities are developed in the Frank Valley area, use of Pan Toll will be
deemphasized, and the campsites will be rehabilitated.

Fifty paved parking spaces and 30overflow spaces are available at the existing parking
area at Pan Toll. Landscaping will screen the area.

The park headquarters will continue in its role as a visitor contact and information station
because of its central location,

Two existing permanent staff residences at Pan Toll will remain in use.

The Pan Toll operations and maintenance service area will be retained. If West Peak
becomes available, some storage and maintenance facilities at Pan Toll will be relocated
there.

Red Rock Beach

Located just south of Stinson Beach, Red Rock is a relatively clean beach accessible by a
steep half-mile trail from a parking turnout and unimproved parking lot along Highway 1.
On peak-use days, as many as 100 cars fill the lot and overflow into areas across
Highway 1. This situation is hazardous because people must cross Highway 1 to get to the
beach. '

Maost of the parking areas are on land owned by Caltrans. Department staff consulted
with Caltrans staff and learned that while Caltrans is unlikely to designate any parking in
this area, it may agree to develop earth berms. These would keep vehicles out of areas
from which it is unsafe to cross the highway. They would also prevent visitors from
par king vehicles where they stick out into the roadway.
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There are no sanitary facilities at Red Rock Beach. This plan proposes development of a
comfort station, rielatively close to State Highway 1, sc that pumping out wastes will be
feasible, Trail improvement is also needed here to reduce random foot traffic which is
eroding the land.

Steep Ravine

The coastal landscape, beach, and the natural sulfur hot springs are the highlights of the
Steep Ravine area. Thirteen cabins, constructed before the property was added to the
park, are now vacant and boarded up. Current approved uses of the site include fishing,
sunbathing, and informal day use. .

The only vehicle access to the site will be for service vehicles. Along Highway 1, near the
entrance to Steep Ravine, roadside parking is available for day-use visitors.

Back Country

About 95 percent of Mount Tamalpais State Park is back country, with dense forests and
open grasslands, rolling hills, and numerous trails that offer the visitor many opportunities
to escape from the surrounding urban scene.

The back country will continue to be accessible only by hiking and horseback riding,
preserving both the quality of the environment and visitaor experiences in this area. The
existing trail system will be maintained and a systematic, ongoing evaluation of trail
conditions will be made. :

The only proposed development in the Mount Tamalpais back country is a trail camp along
the newly established Patific Coastal Trail. The National Park Service is establishing
similar trail camps along the Pacific Coastal Trail outside the park, They will offer a
backpacking experience from the Golden Gate Bridge to Point Reyes National Seashore.

The camp will be located at the Tree Farm, and will be retained until such time as the
nonnative Monterey pines there are removed. It will consist of 15 primitive hike-in sites,
a comfort station, and water facilities. No permanent structures will be built, The
number of users will be controlied by a permit system that will allow a specific number to
use the site. -

East Peak

East Peak attracts more visitors than any area in the park. It provides excellent
panoramic views of the Bay Area below. Many visitors come for a short, one-time
sightseeing visit. Rock climbing and pienicking also take place,

An additional 3 picnic units will be provided at East Peak, bringing the total te 15. There
will be 120 designated spaces in the existing paved parking area. Landscaping will be
improved. The existing entrance road will be redesigned to eliminate the hazardous
conflicts between cars and pedestrians going between East Peak and the parking lot.




Fill material will be placed on the tavern ruins, keeping them intact for historic purposes,
but overcoming unsightliness.

AN

The existing comfort station will be landscaped to have it blend with the surroundings.
All existing trails in the area will be evaluated and upgraded as requiréd.
The existing portable concessions facility (food service) will be retained.

Mountain Home Area

This area serves a majar trailhead and parking area for several popular hiking trails. It
also has a 40-vehicle parking lot far park users. Patrons of the Mountain Home
Restaurant across the road also use the lot. The resulting pedestrian traffic across
Panoramic Highway is a hazardous situation.

It is proposed that the parking area remain, with additional landscaping and appropriate
safety signs installed to minimize visual impact and safety problems.

The park residence south of Mountain Home will be retained.
Camp Alice Eastwocd

This is a primitive group camp area for about 40people and is used nightly from mid-April
to mid-November, Facilities include tables, piped drinking water, and pit toilets.

The camp will remain, along with 20-vehicle parking. It is considered a multi-use facility
as it is also available on a day-use basis. Existing sanitary facilities will be upgraded.

Diaz Ridge

Panoramic Highway, which provides the major access to the park, runs along Diaz Ridge
in the southeast corner of the park. The area is characterized by open, grassy knolls.

A majority of visitors using Mount Tamalpais State Park, Muir Woods National Monument,
and Stimson Beach enter the park along Panoramic Mighway either at its junction with
State Highway 1 or 4,000 feet north, where it meets Sequoia V alley Road from Mill Valley.

As discussed in the Transportation Evaluation Section, it is proposed to provide an
information station at Diaz Ridge near Panoramic Highway to serve as the initial visitor
contact and infarmation point for park visitors. A parking area with 50 designated spaces,
an overflow parking area, and access to public transit will be provided. Developments at
the site need not be visible from the adjacent highway because of differences in grade.
To keep the development from intruding on vistas from other high points in the park, it
will be designed to blend with the surroundings, and will be landscaped with native plants.
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Frank Valley

The Frank Valley area adjacent to Muir Woods was added to the park for the purpose of
preserving the area's natural values and to provide additional recreaticnal opportunities.
Its acquisition was recommended in the Mount Tamalpais State Park Expansion Study,
requested by House resolution No.99, Statutes of 1364.

Redwood Creek, which runs through Frank Valley, has been identified by the California
Coastal Plan as an important resource deserving special protection. Water quality and
quantity must be maintained to assure protection of the fishery.

Although Frank Valley has terrain suitable for recreation development, restraint will be
exercised respecting the natural resources and visual integrity of the valley. Recreational
facilities will be limited in quantity, consolidated, and screened to minimize visual
impact. The intensity of use will also be controlled to prevent degradation of the natural
environment and protect the visitors' enjoyment of the area.

Existing facilities include an equestrian area, with riding ring and training course, and a
primitive backpack camp in Santos Meadow. In Kent Canyon, there are also several staff
residences and a storage/maintenance area for park operations.

Development inFrank Valley is proposed in four areas.

o Santos Meadow

The equestrian area will be retained for equestrian and nonequestrian group use, and
will be used on a permit/reservation basis. A multi-use, hike-in facility with 10 sites
will be provided in the adjacent canyon to serve users of the Pacific Coastal Trial
(see Transportation Evaluation, Trails).

No formal parking development is proposed in Santos Meadow, in the interests of
preserving the presert pestoral scene. Occasional vehicular access o equestrian
activities will continue to be allowed over existing dirt roads.

Sanitary facilities, water, and trash receptacles will be provided.

0 Kent Canyon ’

A multi-use unit of 40walk-in sites will be located in Kent Canyon, which is a prime
public use area. It possesses flat terrain beside an intermittent stream, is relatively
sheltered from coastal wind and fog, and is hidden from the Frank Valley Road.
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The department will consider the possibility of consolidating parking for Frank Valley
in Kent Canyon and operating a shuttle at busy times from there to the other areas of
the valley. This would offer advantages for the public because vehicles would be
parked in a less-isolated area where there would be staff surveillance available.
Parking in Kent Canyon would have less adverse visual impact than development
aglong Frank Valley Road and would facilitate collection of park use fees. The
feasibility of a shuttle has not been fully evaluated. Development of a 50-vehicle
parlking area is recommended. Most people could walk the 4,000feet from Kent
Canyon to the multi-use ereas at each end of the valley.

The existing Marin Area storage facilities at Kent Canyon will be removed and
relocated with facilities outside the park. Minor maintenance and service facilities
will be developed as necessery to support proposed activities.

As recommended in the Resource Element, the foundation of structures of a former
dairy farm will be removed.

Two permanent staff residences in Kent Canyon will be temporarily retained until
other sites become available, as at West Peak. :

Plantings and other screening, plus careful siting of service facilities, will make these
elements compatible with the public entrance and will improve the site as it is
viewed from Frank Valley Road. -

Sanitary facilities, water, and trash receptacles will be provided.

Riley's Meadow

A 15-site multi-use facility will be developed in Riley's Meadow, just east of the
equestrian area. Access will be provided by a pedestrian bridge. No clearing of
riparisn canopy vegetation is anticipated and widening of any trails will be
minimized. Sites will be kept well back from the creek. Sanitary facilities will be
kept simple. Parking will initially be provided in the Kent Canyen area. If needed,
the area has space for a 20-car parking facility on the northwest side of the creek.

Warm Springs

Warm Springs is located at the east end of Frank Valley. The same development as
proposed for Riley's Meadow is proposed for this area. In both cases, access will be
by footbridge only.

Walk-in sites have several advantages over traditional campgrounds: better use of
available land; less scenic impact; reduced environmental impact; and a degree of
inconvenience that will discourage "transient camping" (i.e., campers who would use
the sites as a bedroom for visiting the Bay Area).

Sanitary facilities water, and trash receptacles will be 'pr'dvided.
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Implementation Program =

This General Plan provides guidelines far adequate management programs, facilities, and
services, but because of funding constraints, the program cannct be implemented all at
one time. The department has therefare assigned pricrities to the various aspects of the
planned developments. To increase flexibility and enable us to respond to changing
demands, these designated pricrities will be carried out in several stages.

Because the preservation of the natural and cultural resources of Mount Tamalpais State
Park is a prime objective of the plan, certain specific measures recommended in the

'Resource Element to achieve this goal will be implemented as soon as possible. Some of
these could be carried out under the minor capital outlay or operations program.

Corrective actions, such as covering the tavern foundations, relocating overhead
transmission lines, and removing exotic plants, are extremely important for protecting
resources and enhancing public enjoyment of the unit.

The priorities for development are as follows:

Pricrity 13~ Development of a hostel at Kent Canyon. The department will ask the
legislature to appropriate previously committed funds for the Steep
Ravine hostel for the Kent Canyon facility.

Priority 2: Development of the Riley's Meadow multi-use facility in Frank Valley,
the trail camp along the Pacific Coastal Trail at the Tree Farm, and
improved parking areas and public transit stops.

Priority 3: _Development of multi-use facilities at Kent Canyon. The primary purpose
of this program will be to provide additional overnight and day-use
facilities which will relieve existing visitor pressure at Pan Toll and
distribute the expected moderate inecrease in park use more evenly over
the area. A comfort station at Red Rock Beach will also be provided.

Priority 4z Development of the Diaz Ridge entrance facility.
Pricrity 5: Development of the balance of facilities in Frank Valley, proposed picnic

areas, and other proposed improvements. -

Priorities 2 through 5 will be accomplished in phases, as noted earlier. The extent of each
phase will be determined by the specific needs identified at the time funds are requested.
Such phased development is desirable, allowing us to initiate development in the areas
where adverse impacts will be limited and extend development carefully. By responding
only to demonstrated needs and only to the extent compatible with protection of park
resources, we can both preserve the environment and give the public an opportunity to
enjoy it. . . -
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As an example, Warm Springs should be developed in two phases. In the first phase,
15 primitive hike-in units would be provided. This type of development would offer
backpackers using the Pdcific Coastal Trail an optional route through beautiful Muir
Woods National Monument. The site may be well used by backpackers, by campers who
are dropped off at the county road near the site, and by campers using a shuttle
arrangement, with parking at Kent Canyon. Since there is a heavy demand far all kinds of
camping facilities at the park, if the sites are not well used in that manner, the second
stage of development would provide a parking area between the creek and the county road
to provide better access. Group use would be favored as this would require only a small
parking area and would lend itself to reservation use.

Similarly, Kent Canyon would be developed in two stages. One stage would provide
walk-in, multi-use sites with parking limited to a downstream area. If the demand for this
walk-in type of development exists, the development of an additional parking area and
road, with their intrusion on the natural scene, would not be necessary. If this fails to
meet the public need, a road extension partway up the canyon is feasible.

Developments proposed for the Rock Springs Area and elsewhere on Marin Municipal
Water District lands will require concurrence from that agency and, to the extent that
state funds are involved, will require special concurrence from the legislature to expend
such funds outside state property.

In Franks Valley, camping at Rileys Meadows or Warm Springs will not be implemented
until necessary mitigation measures to protect the spawning beds have been determined,
in cooperation with the Department of Fish and Game. :

General Facility Designs

The department's architectural section has surveyed the structures at Mount Tamalpais
State Park. A program will be developed to overcome any structural or maintenance
deficiencies so that all structures and facilities will meet minimum standards for health
and safety, and where possible the needs of the handicapped. The following concepts will
be used as guidelines in designing the proposed facilities:

o Design and construct architectural structures that respond to the need for
conser vation of energy and resources.

o Provide furniture constructed with native materials whenever possible.

o FEncourage the conservation of nonrenewable resources and promote the research,
development, and use of various alternative energy sources for utilities in the park.
(For example, soler space heating, solar water heating, and skylights will be used
where possible and practical.)

o Design developments to avoid or minimize geological hazards.

o Design structures to be in harmony with the environment in scale, color, and
rmaterials.

o Protect the environment near facilities.

o Design and construct facilities (structures, walks, and ramps) to be accessible and
usable by physically handicapped persons.
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Utilities )
Water

At present, water for the northwastern section of the park comes from two springs on
MMWD lands. One supplies the East Peak area and the other the Bootjack, Mountain
Theater, and Pan Toll areas. Camp Alice Eastwood is supplied by a creek intake structure
and the Mountain Residence area by the MMWD. The Frank Valley area is supplied by a
well. No water supply now exists for Bolinas Ridge, Diaz Ridge, Red Rock Beach, or
Steep Ravine (see Utilities Map).

Estimates of water requirements in each of the park areas have been made, and the water
systems now in operation are considered adequate for proposed developments where these
systems are located. However, arrangements must be made for supplying water to some
areas where none is available now. Also, a special situation exists at the community of
Muir Beach, which obtains water from two wells in Frank Valley.

Balinas Ridge — No water source is available for this area so the planned picnic sites and
pullout parking areas will be provided with waterless toilets.

Diaz Ridge — Water needed for sanitery facilities at this site will be obtained from the
Mill Valley City System. , ,

Muir Beach Water Supply -- Water for the community of Muir Beach (500,000gallons per
month) comes from two wells located just outside the western limit of the park in Frank
Valley. Because these wells are relatively shallow (37 feet) they have no sanitary seal,
making them liable to pollution from leaching of black wastes. Therefore, the department
proposes to separate black from gray waste in vaults and haul out the black wastes. This
solution to the problem has been approved by the Muir Beach general manager.

Sewage

As noted in the Resource Element, most soils of this unit are not well suited for leaching
of wastes; however, leachfields do exist in all the developed areas except Steep Ravine.
The department recognizes the problem and plarms a program of frequent inspection and
replacement of these fields whenever necessary to maintain groundwater quality.

In Frenk Valley, leachfield use will be restricted ar prohibited in recognition of the
concerns of the Muir Beach community for the quality of its water supply. It is
recommended that low-flush toilets be used and wastes be separated into gray and black
water; the latter to be collected in vaults and hauled to an off-site wastewater treatment

system. -
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Power

Electrical power to Mount Tamalpais is supplied by PG&E on overhead powerlines that run
from Stinson Beach along Panoramic Highway to Pan Toll, then to Bootjack, and then to
Mountain Theater, The departmert owns and malntams the line from Bootjack to
Mountain Theater. A line also runs in Frank Valley from Highway 1 to Muir Woods.

Efforts should be made to place overhead utility lines underground where such work would
not have excessive impact (as by trenching through sensitive tree areas). Where
under grounding is not feasible or desirable, consideration should be given to consolidation
of lines to reduce visual impact.

Concessions

Funds allocated to the department cannot be expected to provide all services and
facilities that might be desirable. Relatively little will be spent on ancillary services and
facilities such as food services, recreation equipment rentals, and the like. When
appropriate, these are to be provided primarily through the use of private capital
investment.

The Public Resources Code (Chapter 1, Article 1.5, Section 5019.10) provides authority to
the Department of Parks and Recreation to enter into agreements with private business,
and to control concessions activities.

Today the only concession at Mount Tamalpais State Park is a temporary food service
operation at East Peak. A concession for the operation and maintenance of the Kent
Canyon Hostel is proposed.

At this time, it is not expected that any other concession services will be required in the
park. It is conceivable that shuttle services or other modes of moving people in the park
could be concession operations.

Interpretation

Interpretive services at Mount Tamalpais State Park will focus primarily on the beauty
and variety of the natural and scenic features of the environrment. Visitors need to be
aware of diversity in the park, and interpretive methods will be designed to enhance these
features and not detract from them.

Brochures for self-guided hikes can present interesting natural history and the background
of the area's significant cultural activities, both past and present.

An environmental education program at Mount Tamalpais would be an excelient
opportunity for children, particularly those from urban areas.

School groups and outdoor organizations can arrange in advance for guided walks where
the students' or organization's special area of interest can be emphasized. It would be
advisable to have a "Teacher's Guide" so that children could be prepared in advance of
their visit and already have some background knowledge about what they are going to see
and do.
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Campfire programs at Camp Alice Eastwood and Kent Canyon can also be used as a
method of interpreting the park's variety of natural and cultural aspects. _

Park personnel should continue to be available at East Peak to point out special points in-

the spectacula panoramic view afforded from the top of the mountain and to give brief
informal talks.

At this time a local radio station broadcasts a 5-minute radio program on which the park's
rangers talk about places of interest ar about upcoming special events. This approach
appears to be a good way to reach people and expand their awareness and knowledge of
the parlk's natural features and facilities.

Interpretive Themes

Interpretation of the natural and cultural resources of Mount Tamalpais State Park will
center on three broad themes -- natural environment and preservation, Native Americans
and missionization, and Mount Tamalpais and Muir Woods Railway and the Mountain
Theater.

Theme 1: Natural Environment and Preservation. All of the environmental interpretive
efforts will mention the importance of preservation and conservation of open spaces.
Pressures of the man-made environment on these fragile natural resources will be
emphasized.

Brochures for self-guided hikes allow each visitor to have a personal experience with the
park — to go at his own pace and be informed about what there is to see and how to get
there. A trail quide covering the extensive network of trails-- not only in the parkitself,
but in Muir Woods National Monument, the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, and
watershed lands held by the Marin Municipal Water District -- will also be available at
various places in the park. Visitors will have an opportunity to become aware of the
extent of open space and be alerted to facilities that are available for public recreation.

Because the trail system at Mount Tamalpais State Park is extensive, it is important that
adequate trail information be readily available to hikers. Length of trails, approximate
time necessary for completion of a hike, and special pomts of interest along the way
should be included.

Short quided hikes and talks will focus on special features of the park-- wildflower
displays, the East Peak area, or the Mountain Theater, for example.

On clear nights, visitors hiking along the ridgetops or up to East Peak have a panoramic
view of the Bay Area. The Tamalpais Astronomical Society has a special use permit and
has arranged interpretive programs on nights when there is a new moon.

The Youth Conservation Carps two-month summer program has worked well at Mount

Tamalpais. High school students have the cpportunity to learn more about the natural
environment and the need faor ecological balance. ,
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Theme 2: Native Americans and Missionization., The story of the Coast Miwok -~ their
culture, traditions, use of natural resources, and living patterns — make an interesting
contrast to our present-day perceptions and uses of this same environment. The
missionization process began relatively late in Marin County {(1817), but nonetheless had
tremendous impact on Coast Miwok culture,

Trail guides at Pan Toll and Diaz Ridge information centers, guided hikes, and other
informal tours of Mount Tamalpais by park personnel or docent groups should describe the
Coast Miwok culture and point out how the Indians used the various natural resources.

Theme 3: Mount Tamalpais and Muir Woods Railway and the Mountain Theater. Mountain
Home is the most appropriate place to interpret the history of the Mount Tamalpais and
Muir Woods Raillway. From here people can hike up the old railroad grade and follow the
route of what was commonly called "the crockedest railroad in the world" An
interpretive panel giving a brief illustrated history of the railroad could be located here.

A brochure describing the history of the railroad, the people who were involved in its
creation, and the inns that once existed to serve the passengers will be available at the
Mountain Home and also at Pan Toll.

The Mountain Theater is an interesting and outstanding feature of Mount Tamalpais State
Park. A brief summary of its conception, construction, and variety of uses will be
presented on an interpretive pane! near the entrance where it would not intrude on the
beauty of the amphitheater itself.

A brochure dealing with the history of the Mountain Theater and the Mountain Play
Association should be made available to visitors at the Pan Toll Station.
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OPERATIONS ELEMENT

Operation of Mount Tamalpais State Park is the responsibility of the Department of Parks
and Recreation's Operations Division, headquartered in Sacramento. Regional field
operations (resource management, administration, maintenance,  interpretation) are
administered through the Region 1 office in Santa Rosa and the Area office in Corte
Madera. The office at the park handies on-site duties.

Department operational staff were consulted as to the pros and cons of consolidation of
jurisdiction of Muir Woods National Monument and Mount Tamalpais State Park.
Apparently, there is no foreseeable political likelihood of the consolidation eccurring.
The extent of cooperation between the two jurisdictions is such that the Muir Woods
operation as a federal unit does not cause problems for state park operation.

It is nat expected that significant operations problems will be created by any of the
proposed planning elements unless support budget (operations and maintenance)}
augmentation requests for additional manpower, equipment, and operating expenses are
severely curtailed or 'denied. As existing facilities are upgraded and as new facilities are
developed, additional O&M budget support funds will be needed to hande the increased
warkload. The existing operations plan summarizing the level of service will be revised to
cover any additional services required by new developments or programs.

The main park service area (or corporation yard) is at Pan Toll. If the department obtains
the use of facilities at West Peak, some functions would shift from Pan Toll to West Peak.
A small service srea and storage building are proposed at Kent Canyon to service Frank
Valley developments. Other existing facilities at Kent Canyon, which are being used far
Marin Area storage, should be relocated to a site more central to area operations. The
space they now occupy at Kent Canyon will be needed far public use.

Housing for. permanent employees is dispersed, with one house near the Mountain Home,
two at Pan Toll, two at Kent Canyon in Frank Valley, and two residence trailers at Kent
Canyon. This housing is adequate for today's needs for permanent employees; however,
there is no housing for seasonal employees and no site in the park seems suitable for this
purpose. Seasonal staff could be accommodated in existing structures at West Peak,
should they become available.

The proposal to eliminate the residences from Kent Canyon, when housing can be provided
elsewhere, is preferred because of space limitations and the adverse impact of residential
activity on proposed public use areas.

Additional staffing will be required to handle the Frank Valley multi-use development. If
shuttle service or train operation within the perk occurs, and is staffed by park personnel,
housing would be required for the employees involved.

Public contact at the park is currently provided through the park headquarters at Pan Toll
and by patrol. A checking kicsk on Ridgecrest Boulevard, just above the Pan Toll area, is
manned when traffic control is necessary on the road above this point {(e.g., for special
events at the Mountain Theater). )
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Operation of the proposed hostel at Kent Canyon is anticipated as being accomplished by
professionals in that field, who have been contacted by the department and have
expressed an interest in that activity.

Operation of developments in Frank Valley would be conducted from' the proposed contact
station at Kent Canyon. Satellite areas in Frank Valley would either be monitored by
patrols or users of those areas might be required to checkin at Kent Canyon.

The equestrian facilities in Frank Valley area are open to various responsible groups on a
special use permit basis. '
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ELEMENT
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ELEMENT

MOUNT TAMALPAIS STATE PARK GENERAL PLAN

This Environmental Impact Element (EIE) is an environmental assessment of the proposals
set forth in the elements of this general plan for Mount Tamalpais State Park. As such, it
meets the requirements of the California Environmental Guality Act. This EIE is
synonomous with a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). The degree of specificity
in the EIE corresponds to the degree of specificity of the General Plan. Whenever a
specific phase of the overall plan is budgeted and proposed for implementation, a more
detailed and specific environmental assessment will be prepared for that particular
project, as part of the budget package.

Deseription of Project

Maps of Mount Tamalpais listing existing and proposed features of the general plan's land
use and facilities element are in Appendix B, along with a regional map relating to the
study area.

Objectives of the plan sre to provide general guidelines for the park's resource
management, land use, facilities, and operations. The resource management objective is
listed in the Resource Element. The general proposals set forthin this plan are to:

1. Increase recreation opportunities in Frank Valley.

2. Improve the unit's parking and vehicle circulation.

3. Rehabilitate worn-out areas.

4, Remove exotic plants.

5. Remove or conceal esthetically unpleasing structures .

6. Establish an information/contact facility at Diaz Ridge.

7. Retain and continue to maintain 58 miles of hiking and horseback trails.

Description of Environmental Setting

Mount Tamalpais is a unique landscape feature in Marin County. A description of the
pack's physical features is given in the Resource Element. Six rare plants occur in the
park, according to official records of the California Native Plant Society. Three of these
also ocecur on the federal list of endangered and threatened species.

The Land Use and Facilities Element describes the regional setting of the park and
existing land uses. Included are descriptions of existing utilities, roads, and trail systems.
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Significant Environmental Effects of the Proposed Project

Certain environmental qualities of the park as a whole will be affected by the proposed
development These are discussed first, followed by a description of anticipated effects
in specific areas of development.

General Effects

Pollution. A minimal amount of air and noise pollution is expected from increases in
traffic and visitar use. Slight increases in pollution of streams will result from soil
erosion, drainage of petroleum products from roads and parking lots, and careless littering.

Esthetics. New use areas and facilities will be visible from strategic viewpoints such as
along Panoramic Highway, on top of East Peak, and from State Highway 1. The proposed
removal of transmission powerlines from above ground and removal or relocation of
several structures will have beneficial effects on scenic values.

Energy Consumption. Heating and maintenance of park buildings, operation of park and
private vehicles, and construction activities will consume energy.

Traffic. There is serious traffic congestion throughout the park. The plan presents
proposals to solve or alleviate many of the conditions, but proposals for opening new areas
in Frank Valley will result in added traffic there.

Geology. Since the area is close to the San Andreas Fault, developments could be
affected by fault movement. Slide areas are common in the park.

Fire. Because of the steepness of park terrain, the accumulation of vegetation and
vegetative litter, and long, dry summers, there is a possibility of a severe wildfire.

Soils. Slight disturbance of soil will result from construction activities. This can be
minimized by limiting, to the extent possible, the area affected by heavy construction
equipment and by using proper scil conservation measures. A potential problem is erosion
on trails, near streams, and in off-trail areas that is caused by vegetative loss linked to
human activities. Soil compaction, resulting in less scil permeability, and increased
runoff and ercsion can also be expected.

Vegetation. Development of facilities, trail construct1 on, and v1s:tor use will affect some
vegetation.

Existing data on the distribution of rare and endangered speciss in the park are not
sufficient to determine whether any would be affected by the proposed developments.
Environmental documents on specific c[evelopment plans will have more specific data on
rare and endangered plants.

The removal or at least the control of several invasive exotic species will benefit the
perpetuation of existing native plants.
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Cultural Resources. No prehistoric sites have been identified that would be affected by
proposed development. Several historic structures have been identified, but none will be

adversely affected.

Table 3 lists buildings and structures that have been approved for demolition, which would
not cause a significant effect on the environment. None has significant historical value.

Table4

Structures Approved for Demolition

Frank Valley

Storage sheds (3) In Kent Canyon
Storage building In Kent Canyon
Greenhouse InKent Canyon
*Residences (2) In Kent Canyon
Barn inKent Canyon

(may be retained for park
purposes)
(may be retained for park
purposes)

Foundations for dairy buildings south of Redwood Creek

*Several options exist such as using one, relocating one, using one or both for several

years, or demolishing one or both in the near future.

East Peak o
Abandoned comfort station -
Concession building

Steep Ravine
Sheds (2)

Water tower
*All cabing

Miscellaneocus

Powerlines found along the ridge above l_one Tree Creek drainage
and near the junction of Pacific Crest and Dipsea Trails to be

removed or relocated.

*The approval for demolition of these cabins has been through the CEQA process.
However, a request to remove the cabins was denied at a State Coastal Commission

meeting in October 1974.

Effects in Specific Areas

Bolinas Ridge. The existing impacts here, associated with traffic congestion and roadside

parking on shoulders, affect vegetation and cause minor soil compaction and erosion.

Proposed parking areas will Iessen this impact.
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Mountain Theater and Rock Springs. The plan's proposals will have a beneficial effect by
reducing traffic congestion associated with theater events. Of major importance is the
proposed reduction of parking at Rock Springs, which will return the area to a more
natural condition., The proposed parking site east of the Mountain Theater is the
suspected site of arare plant, Tiburon buckwheat, which may be affected.

Pan Toll, Bootjack, Mountain Home Area, and Camp Alice Eastwood. The proposed
rehabilitation of these areas will be beneficial to esthetics but may cause some minor
impacts during the refurbishing stage.

Red Rock Beach. Traffic congestion is one of the main problems here. The plan's
proposals will benefit the parking situation and reduce existing parking hazards. There
are no sanitary facilities at this site. The proposed addition of a comfort station for this
area should reduce negative environmental impacts.

Traffie congestion problems oceur from cars parking along Highwayl. This is a
potentially dangerous traffic area due to curves, dips, reduced visability, and usually rapid
traffic flow through the area.

Tidepool life will be affected by increased visitor use along the coast.

Back Country. Some soil erosion will result from trail construction and use. The proposed
linkage of the Pacific Coast Trail with other segments on adjacent land, the removal of
exotic plants, and the rerouting or undergrounding of powerlines will be beneficial,

East Peak. Several beneficial changes are proposed. These are: l)relocating the
one-lane traffic ingress lane to avoid conflict between vehicles and pedestrians; 2) burying
the unsightly tavern foundations to preserve these historic remains; and 3) landscaping the
restroom with native plants. There would be an impact at a not-yet-designated borrow
site where soil will be obtained to bury the tavern foundations.

Diaz Ridge. The plan proposes developing a contact station with public trahsit facilities
at Diaz Ridge. The visual impact resulting from this proposal would be adverse because
the location is on a grassy ridge area visible from some high elevations in the park.
However, to the north the ridge is already crowded with other urban structures.
Beneficial effects would result from having an information and contact facility and
parking, and a possible shuttle staging area closer to the most popular entrance to the
park. Visitors will be encouraged to proceed on foot to Muir Woods and the state park.
With information available at Diaz Ridge, many visitors may be satisfied with the views
from Diaz Ridge and may choose not to travel further into the park on the two-lane,
winding roads. If visitors do proceed, the orientation received at Diaz Ridge will probably
reduce the need to ask questions at the Pan Toll ranger station or cther points. Energy
would be saved by both a shuttle systemn to the summit or by visitors deciding not to
proceed further than the Diaz Ridge contact station in vehicles.




Frank Valley, The most significant effect in Frank Valley could be on the salmonaid fish
habitat of Redwood Creek and the riparian vegetation along the creek. Salmonoids spawn
in the creek and young salmonoids are reared in the creek. Removal of riparian
vegetation would also result in increased erosion and siltation of gravels. Heavy deposits
would seriously affect their usefulness for spawning.

The riparian plant community would be adversely affected by the removal of some woody
species during the construction of footbridges across the creek and by the eventual
reduction of numerous understaey herbs and brambles because of increased visitor activity
along the creek,

Other effects would include soil erosion, soil compaction, possible stream pollution,
increased traffic, and possible visual effects. Parking areas will increase runoff.

People from Muir Beach have expressed concern that development in Frank Valliey would
affect that community's water supply, which comes from two wells in the valley.
Similarly, Stirson Beach residents are concerned about any actions in the Webb Creek
watershed, the source of their water supply.

A beneficial effect of the project will result from the removal of the remains of the dairy
farm in Frank Valley.

Significant Environmental Effects That Cannot be Avoided

All of the effects mentioned as significant and those rated less than significant cannot be
completely avoided. Many of the proposed plan's features can be altered to minimize the
effects. Mitigation measures will be carried out to minimize adverse impacts.

Having inventoried and analyzed the existing resources, determined present and future
recreational needs, and studied various alternatives, the department has determined that
the benefits to be gaired from the proposed project outweigh the environmental impact
resulting from implementation of this plan.

Mitigation Measures Proposed to Minimize Significant Effects

1. Members of the operations staff at Mount Tamalpais State Park will patrol and
maintain the area. By enforcing park rules and regulations and by educating the
public through interpretive programs, they can help minimize damage to the natural
and cultural resources. Park rangers patrolling the roads can cite violators.
Maintenance crews will remove solid waste, maintain trails, and maintain barriers
used to protect the park's resources. Maintenance of park signs and picnicking and
camping facilities will help reduce vandalism.

2. Barriers, such as rocks or fences, and specially sited information signs will be used to

protect some of the unit's natural resources, and the rights of neighboring property
owners, and to keep visitors away from dangerous conditions.
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3.

5.

6.

10.

All facilities will be sited, designed, constructed, and screened with native vegetation
to minimize visual intrusion.

Roads, parking lots, and trails will be designed and constructed 50 as to minimize soil
erosion.

The department will work closely with other agencies and support programs to reduce
the amount of traffic.

The Resource Element's management policies will be implemented. They will
significantly reduce existing resource problems and help prevent future impacts.

New buildings will be designed to reduce energy consumption. Fuel economy will be
practiced by the park staff. Car pooling and bus transportation will be encouraged
for park visitors, ,

Only native plants will be used in landscaping, stabilization, or revegetation projects
unless otherwise approved by a department ecologist.

When development is proposed, a detailed survey of natural features will be
completed befare final siting and development design. If deemed appropriate by the
Resource Protection Division, such surveys will include investigations of the
hydrology, pedology, geology, and biology of the project site and will be completed by
staff personnel that have the needed expertise. Should these surveys identify any
endangered species or other feature of significant merit, or identify any unfavorable
condition {e.qg., slope irstability), the development project will be modified or the
impact mitigated in order to protect and ‘preserve the resource and the safety of the
public.

Specific mitigation measures by area are as follows:

Rock Springs and Mountain Theatre: By reducing the size of the overflow parking for
the Mountain Theatre at Rock Springs, the natural resources of the meadow by Rock
Springs will be less affected. Ancther site to the north of the theater on MMWD land
will compensate for the spaces lost at Rock Springs.

There will be a buffer left in and around the serpentine rock outcropping, the
suspected site of the Tiburon buckwheat,

If MMWD property at West Peak becomes available, about 200existing parking spaces
would become available. Visitors could then use ashuttle bus to the theater.

Red Rock Beach: The proposed parking and the proposal for eliminating overflow
parking across the highway will reduce the vehicle and pedestrian conflict along
Highway 1. With less parking available, the impact on the beach will be reduced.
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Steep Ravine: Signs will be posted warning visitors not to disturb marine tidepool life
and about the dengers of the surf. The trai to the beach {(and any other necessary
trails) will be sited and maintained to reduce soil erosion.

East Peak: The plan calls for improving traffic circulation, concealing the historic
but visually undesirable tavern foundation, eliminating the concession and the older,
closed restroom, and screening the newer restroom. These proposals will help solve
existing environmental problems. The railings on top of the old tavern foundation
will be eliminated after the historic foundation is buried. The concessionaire will be
given ample notice and consideration.

Diaz Ridge: Care will be taken to design and site the parking area and orientation
facility so that it is not visually conspicuous. An orientation facility here will
interpret the park and the regional setting to the public. Many visitors may decide
that they do not wish to go beyond this point after analyzing the road situation and
seeing the view of the mountain and Frank Valley. This should have the beneficial
effect of reducing traffic on roads inside the unit.

Frank Valley: Campgrounds and parking will be sited so they will not be a great
visual intrusion on the landscape as seen from local highways. Riparian vegetation,
salmonoid spawning areas, and juvenile salmoneid rearing areas will be protected, by
carefully designing and siting facilities away from critical areas, using barriers if
necessary, patrolling on foot, and restricting access to the creek by using footbridges
over the creek.

Alternatives to the Proposed Action

No Action

Allowing the continuation of current uses and existing facilities with no changes is not
considered an acceptable alternative. Current conditions would continue to deteriorate
and no orderly plan would be made to protect resources and enhance visitor use in Frank
Valley and other recently acquired areas.

An Increased or Decreased Level of Development

An increased level of development would provide greater public access and use, but it
would also cause greater impacts on the park's natural resources. A decreased level of
development would have only a slight mitigating effect since the project would still cause
major impacts, primarily from new facilities being developed in previously untouched
natural areas. MNeither alternative, therefore, is acceptable.

Specific Alternatives to the Proposed Actions That Were Considered

Transportation. A site in Marin County close to U. S, Highway 101 and State Highway 1
has been suggested as a major staging area for busses and a shuttle system to Mount
Tamalpais, Muir Woods National Monument, and other area points of interest. This
alternative, favored by Golden Gate National Recreation Area staff, has objectives
parallel to those of the orientation and parking area proposal on Diaz Ridge, but would not
provide parking at the periphery of the park., The Diaz Ridge proposal anticipates
continued use of private vehicles to that point.
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The prospect of rebuilding and using the historic Mount Tamalpais and Muir Woods R ail way
has been discussed. This plan may not be feasible because the historic depot land in Mill
Valley is no longer available and no alternative terminal had been identified; also, the
railway could be an attraction in itself and, therefore, might not be appropriate.

Mountain Theater. An alternative which has been proposed and is still being discussed
calls for only participants in the theater program to be permitted to park in the theater
area; all others would be required to use bus transportation. This would eliminate the
parking problem in the Rock Springs- Mountain Theater area on theater days. Traffic
congestion and resource damage from cars parked off the pavement would be substantially
reduced. - . ,

Steep Ravine: An alternstive to the demolition of the cabins at Steep Ravine would be to
refurbish the cabins far public use. This proposal was made in the preliminary General
Plan, Various objections included geologm instability of the 81te, and the proposal was
not approved. - .

East Peak: Elimination of the food concession was proposed in the preliminary General

Plan. The proposal was not approved as it was determined that the facility provided a

valuable public service and was not incornpatible with park values.

Frank Valley. Several sites were investigated for multi-use on the south side of Redwood
Creek but were not proposed because of the visual impacts they would have on the valley
scene and because there would be a substantial loss of vegetation. Instead, planned sites
on the south side of Redwood Creek will be hike~in areas., Parking will be provided on the

north side of the creek if needed. An alternative parking arrangement for Frank Valley

sites would be the development of centralized parking in the Kent Canyon area. The
chance of vandalism and thievery affecting vehicles would be reduced by this alternative,
as well as a reduction in the visibility of parked cars. Another alternative would be not to
construct any facilities or any visitor use on the south side of Frank Valley Road.

The Relationship Between Local Short-Term Uses of Man's Environmént and the

Maintenance and Enhancement of Long-Term Productivity

The short-term uses of Mount Tamalpais State Park include the enjoyment of activities
such as hiking, picnicking, camping, and viewing the scenery on the mountain and from the
mountain. If this unit were privately owned, it would be used for activities to achieve
capital gains from its resources, such as logging, dairying, and residential housing
development, and ser vices related to the sightseeing opportunities. . ,

The long-term uses proposed in the plan's Resource Element and the [Land Use and
Facilities Element call for a continuation of present use, provision of facilities in Frank
Valley, and modification of the use facilities in other areas. The relationship between the
short-term uses and the long-term productivity is complementary.
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Any Significant Irreversible Environmental Changes That Would Be Involved in the
Proposed Action Should It Be Implemented.

The following irreversible environmental changes are anticipated:

1L The commitment of nonrenewable resources such as oil, gascline, and gravel to
construct roads, parking areas, and other park facilities.

2 The loss of open space, wildlife, wildlife habitat, and wvegetation due to the
development of new facilities in previously undeveloped areas and from increases in
visitation.

The Growth-Inducing Impact of the Proposed Action

There will be no significart growth-inducing impacts from the proposed actions. Only
minimal economic gains from construction of proposed facilities are anticipated in the
area. The grester opportunities for camping in the park may resuit in increases in trade
far local service businesses.
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Organizations and Persons Contacted

Local

Marin County Parks and Recreation Department
Marin County Planning Department

City of Mill Valley

Marin Municipal Water District

Marin Conser vation League

Tamalpajs Conservation Club

State o
California Coastal Commission
California Department of Fish and Game
California Department of Transportation

Federal
National Park Serj vice__,_ GGNRA

U. S. AirForee ~
U. S. Department of the Interior
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COMMENTS ON THE PRELIMINARY MOUNT TAMALPAIS STATE PARK GENERAL PLAN

AND RESPONSES TO THESE COMMENTS

The preliminary General Plan, including an Environmental Impact Report, was sent to the
following agencies, arganizations, and individuals for review.

State Clearinghouse (15 copies)

Association of Bay Area Governments

Planning Director, Marin County

Department of Parks and Recreation, Marin County
City of Mill Valley

City of San Rafael

Golden Gate National Recreation Area

Muir Beach Improvement Association

Marin Municipal Water District

U.S. Air Foree, Mill Valley Air Force Station
Sierra Club, Dr. Robert Mark

Coastal Commission, North Central Regional Commission
Several conservation organizations and individuals

In addition, copies were sent to several public libraries in the Bay Area. This information
was publicized in the legal section of Bay Area newspapers and through a planning team
newsletter.

Comments were received from the following agencies, organizations, and individuals:

1.
2
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

9.

10.
1L
1z.
13.
14.

15.

CALTRANS, District 1

State Solid Waste Management Board

Muir Beach Improvement Association

Muir Beach Community Services District

Tamalpais Conservation Club

People for the Preservation of the Natural and Wild in the Bay Area
California Alpine Club

The Nature Friends

Frontier Arts Institute - Slide Ranch

Dorothy W. and Stephen C. Cook

Dr. John B. and Dr. Elisabeth G. Gleason

Mr. J. Stitt

Ms. Judy Webber

George J. Sivestri, Jr., of Bagshaw, Martinelli, Corrigan & Jordan, Attorneys at Law
— representing the concessionaire

Ms. Lorraine Burtzloff

Frank Valley:

1

Comment: Increased use in Frank Valley will have a detrimental effect on
anadromous fish and their spawning areas. Siltation will increase. How will the
possible destruction of Redwood Creek be prevented?
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Response: The Draft EIR discusses the effects of increased use in Frank Valley and
the environmental impact on Redwood Creek, Mitigation measures are stated.

2, Comment: The Muir Beach community is concerned that the proposed water use in -
Frank Valley will leave insufficient water for their use.

Response: The sections on water and sewage in the Land Use and Facilities Element
discusses and solves the problem of water quality. Although the General Plan does
not discuss projected water use by quantity, it is expected to be low. There will be
no showers available and low-flush type toilets will be used. A 60 gpd per campsite
estimate appears reasonable and has been used for planning purposes.

During critical drought situations, conservation measures will be necessary for all
parties. Much higher gpd would be the case if showers and laundries, etc., were
propased.

3. Comments: The traffic problem of Route 1is not solved by the report.

Response: The Department supports pubhc transportation systems as described in the
Land Use and Facilities Element.

The Draft EIR recognizes that the Frank Valley facilities will add to traffic
congestion along Highway 1 and Frank Valley Road. The hike-in camping proposal .
will reduce the short car trips in the area since there will be less dependency on the
automobile. Some visitors will be hiking in from GGNRA lands. Public
transportation will be encouraged and supported.

4. Comment: Several comments favored fewer facilities in Frank Valley.

Response: The Land Use and Facilities Element states that development will be
phased. An environmental assessment will be made for each proposed ~development
budget. .

West Peal:

1. Comment: The unsightly domes and all other buildings should be removed. The area
should be returned to a natural condition. Other uses after the Air Force is phased
out could not be tolerated. :

Response: The Land Use and Fdacilities Element discusses West Peak. MMWD owns
this land. The Department of Parks and Recreation encourages that ultimately all
buildings should be demolished and the area returned to a natural condition. Some
other uses negotiated with MMWD may be utilized for badly needed park purposes
during an interim period.

Steep Ravine _ , S

Conser vation clubs oppose refurbishing the cabins for a hostel. These are the comments.
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L.

Z.

5.

6.

It should not be aDPR site for a hostel pilot program.
Geologic reports show this area to be on a slide.

Hostels exist at Marin Headlands and Pt. Reyes. These are one day apart, and
ancther is not needed at Steep Ravine.

Another agency should handle hostels.

The project would be too costly.

The cabins should be demolished and the area returned to a natural condition.
Resporses: These comments will be considered. The General Plan and DEIR

recognize these problems. If the project proceeds, geologic studies of the slide will
be conducted as proposed in the Resource Element.

Exotic Species Control:

1-.

EX

Comment: The plan does not call for impiementation of "broom" control.

Response: This comment may have been made without benefit of seeing the General
Plan. The Resource Element does have a strong policy statement on broom control.

Comment: The "pine plantation" should not be removed. It serves as important
habitat for wildlife species and serves as an educational area.

Response: The pine plantation has its positive aspects, but it is not part of the
natural ecology of the park. The pine forest is not spreading as are other exotic
species and, therefore, the removal program would have a lower priority. There are
many "natural" forest areas in the park that could serve the same or even a better
educational purpose. '

Comment: Do not remove any trees. Introduction of new species is a part of nature.
Eucalyptus are not unsightly.

Response: There azre fewer and fewer pristine landscapes in California. Our
Department has been charged with the responsibility to preserve pristine landscapes.
Eucalyptus trees, while not unsightly in many places, are out of place in the context
of the Department's responsibility. Eucalyptus trees are spreading and replacing
natural forest and grassland areas. There are many exotic species in the city and
regional parks where pristine landscape preservation is not a purpaose.

Trails:

L

Comment: Specific trails were mentioned as to needing improvement, such as the
Sun Trail for walkers of limited ability. The Grant Trail and Eastwood Trail should be
reestablished in the West Peak area after buildings are demolished.
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2

3.

4.

Response: The Department plans to maintain trails as described in the Land Use and
Facilities Element. The specific trails mentioned will be noted. Trails could be
reestablished in the West Peak area in coordination with MMWD.

Comment: McKinnan and Willow Camp Trails should not be eliminated as they serve
as hiking routes from Bolinas Ridge to the coast.

Response: These trails will only be reduced in width. This will improve the
appearance of the grassy ridges and still retain the hiking trails. .

Comment: A recommendation was made to rename the Coast Trail after Bob Cook,
He planned and was active in building this trail along Bolinas Ridge. Boeb died in a
U.5 Forest Service plane crash and his parents feel that this would be a fitting
memorial. .

Response: We are sympathetic with this idea, and a decision should be forthcdming.
Comment: Dogs should be permitted on trails.
Response: The regulation pertaining to no dogs on trails is statewide. Although many

dogs are well behaved and are companions to their owners, no change in the
regulation is contemplated.

Diaz Ridge: .

1.

2.

Comment: Several persons wondered about the visual effect of an orientation center
and parking area.

Response: Mitigation measures to keep the facility visually unobstrusive are listed in
the DEIR. Careful site planning and native vegetative landscaping would be used.
The Land Use and Facilities Element discusses this.

Comment: Is the facility at this location needed? CALTRANS property near the
junction of U.S. 101 and State Highway 1 could serve the same purpose. .

Response: The interpretive possibilities are more advantageous at Diaz Ridge than at
the CALTRANS property because of its location and views. The CALTRANS location
may be useful in serving as a public transportation staging area. Traffic would be
reduced on Highway 1 as well as the Panoramic Highway.

Webb Creelc Dam:

1.

Comment: The plan did not discuss the impoundment for Stinson Beach water
supply. The creek should be allowed to flow freely. The waterfall to the beach is a
unique resource that should be returned. :

Response: This situation would be difficult to change without first having an
alternative for the water supply to Stinson Beach.
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CALTRANS District 4 Comments:

We believe the findings on page 69 that this project has benefits that outweigh adverse
impacts are premature. The finding was developed from study information that was not
presented in the EIR element, There is an admission of significant impacts, but these are
not stated. We believe the impacts should be listed for the no action and other
alternatives to facilitate public review and to assist decision makers,

When specific development is contemplated and/or detailed studies for traffic problems
such as congestion at intersections are undertaken, peak hour traffic volumes for all
vehicle movements will be required.

Response: The Environment Element (DEIR) does not repeat the resource and project
information that was presented in other elements in the General Plan. The other
elements are, therefore, a part of the DEIR.

Significant environmental effects of the proposed project are listed in the DEIR. The
general effects listed would be true for each alternative action. Newly proposed areas
such as Diaz Ridge and Frank Valley will have greater impacts than areas that are
already receiving visitations, The impact of these areas are described. The no action
alternative would result in increased impacts on areas now being used, but would have less
impact on undeveloped areas.

Traffic information will be analyzed in environmental assessment for the budget phase.
We believe that, with increased public transporation and hike-in use, traffic volume will be
reduced overall in the park.

State Solid Waste Management Board Comments:

1. A solid waste collection system is not mentioned in the report. Recyecling and litter
reduction should be mentioned.

Response: In the normal operation of the park unit, solid waste is coliected and litter
is picked up. Garbage tars are placed in use areas. The concession stand at East
Peak would be removed if the proposed plan is adopted. If it stayed in operation, a
deposit system on returnable containers would be used.

Miscellaneous Comments:

1. The Land Use and Facilities Element shows too much development.
Resporse: The plan implementation will be accomplished in phases. Each budget
phase will have an assessment of environmental effects. Future phases may not be
developed if environmental assessment shows significart effects that cannot be
properly mitigated.

2. GGNRA has sufficient land to absorb needed facilities such as the horse camp.

Response: Recreation deficiencies are sufficient enough so that both GGNRA and
DPR will need to develop recreation facilities for the public.
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5.

The railway would be too dirty and noisy.

Response: Restoring the railway is not too promising. Interpretation of the railway
bed and preservation of railway artifacts is planned.

Bolinas Ridge is too fragile to allow heavy use. The number of parking spaces (85)
west of Rock Springs is too great.

Response: Parking areas will be formalized but not paved. They will replace many
unimproved spaces that are damaging the vegetation and causing erosion.

There may actually be anet loss of spaces. These areas will be restored.
Hike-in and bus transportation will be encouraged.
Do not increase parking at Mountain Theatre.

Response: There will be no net increase in parking at Rock Springs. A shuttle system
from other areas is being investigated as an alternative.

Keep park primarily day use.

Response: The type of camping proposed is the walk-in type rather than traditional
car camping. Minimal development is proposed.

0-6146C PR oI -
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STATE OF CAUFORNIA—BUSINESS AND TRAMSPORTATION AGENCY

EDMUND G, BROWN JR., Gover

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
P.O. BOX 2368 RINCON ANNEX

SAN FRANCISCO 74119

{415) 557-1840

&

August 15, 1979

04-MRN-1
SCH# 79072504P

Mr. James M. Dayle
State Department of
Parks and Recreation
P. 0. Box 2390
Sacramento, CA 95811

Dear Mr, Dayle: -

Subject: Comments on the Preliminary Praft for the
Mount Tamalpais General Plan

We believe the findings on page 69 that this project has benefits
that outweigh adverse impacts are premature, The finding was
developed from study information that was not presented in the
ETK element. There is an admission of significant impacts but
these are not stated. We believe the impacts should be listed
for the no dction and other altermatives to facilitate public
review and to assist decision makers.

When specific development is contemplated and/or detailed studies
for traffic problems such as congestion at intersections are
undertaken, peak hour traffic volumes for all vehicle movenents
will be required.

We request a copy of the Final document of this General Plan.
It should be sent to:

Caltrans District 4 CEQA Coordinator
Enginesring Service Branch
P, 0. Box 3366 Rincon Annex
San Francisco, CA 94119
Sincerely yours,

T. R. LAMMERS |
District Diregtor

B
JERRY O'SJZA

Chief, Engineering Services
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State of Califorria THE RESOURCES AGENCY

Memorandum

To . Mr. James W. Butns Deote: August 21, 1879
Resources Agency -

Mr. James M. Doyle

State Department of Recreation

P.0. Box 2390 .

Sacramento, "CA 95811 . o . - . . -

From : STATE SOLID WASTE MAMAGEMENT BOARD

Subject: SCH # 79072504 — Preliminary Draft General Plan - Mount Tamalpais Stata Park-
Marin County ’ )

We have reviewed the preliminary general plan for Mount Tamalpais State Park and
find the plan lacks infermation concerning the management of solid waste material
generated within the park.

Becauge of increasing problems associated with solid waste, we suggest that the -
general plan include a description of the solid waste collection system and method - -
of disposal.. The general plan should also include a brief discussionm of park -
policies to promote reeycling and litter reduction programs. For example, 3 buy- - - - -
back deposit system for Beverage containers sold in recreatienal areas and graphic

displays for litter educatiom.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this preliminary General Plan. If you
have any questions regarding our comments, please contact Mr. Frank Plesko of .
my staff at (316) 323-0108. =~ . o

t B el . o PPr e Lo . Lo -
'Dﬁfg 'mc ; Chief

Enforcement and Technical Assistance Division

1y
L

FPlesko:fc
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QUESTIONNAIRE

Ask st the library for:dOUNT TAALPSIS STATE PARK
GENERAL PLAN §

L &
SUMMARY REVIEW PAELFAINARY DERFT July 199

[~ e
& ;:;’ & § & 1579
$ 5 & & &
o & « “~ 4
| have read the following summaries. ) g‘ g . g ’ Ex .
| agres with the summary. a .
| disagree with the summary, M [m] ® a = jﬂ"h\ Ll.
- AHired qf‘}. ] §

| have the following comments, THeTe are several incongruities in "newsletter 2"

It sterta owt rine, stating thet the emphasla of the document I8 on preserva-
tion, m-nagement, and intergretatiosn of natursl resources {and scenlc resgource:
It immedlately stztes that hazardous areas, geologically hazardous, will te
avoided or the haszard reduced %o the extent required tl1 enable the publle to
use sress in reasonabla fafety, that destructive or unnabural erosion hhall be
controlled snd prevented. that there will be no -diversion of water without
thea Department firat making e thorough evaluatliom aad there shall be no pollut
ton of water..THEN, without anywhere indlcating in this document that the

tate geologlst hses stated that the Steep Ravive cablns are situated on a
Tandslide thet 1a active in 1lis upper reaches and being vndermined bty the surf
st the toe where thé cabins sit and hatthey should not be rehebliltated for
that reason alone, the Plenners fo right anead and m§g§ the imaigmentatiqn

. - e - H 3 -

of tﬂedl ?’251? ? J@oﬁﬁelik%%g?gﬁewcﬁ% pre%jfr?;‘r% energerlatrP fjﬁg h’f\%ﬂ%tn ‘?amipa?sn za%:ee ark? the Pre

litinary Draft Plan, whicdh is not readily evallable to the general publlic, one

finds thet all the reszt of the proposed developments are "very distant'..
FOLD ALONG DASHED J.:JT'VE -

HO WAERE 1s Webl Creeck meéntidnsd. Diversion of thls water for the showers a
Stinson weg wrong wnen it was dope and now thet thei faclllity is not a state
Nfwe LliLthepe to-even—less excuse for thls depradation and degrsdstion pfppe.
Afhgs lens-aoaperand-oup-ns tursl res urces. Thode kinds of solutions are nol lgpged
—realigtilgeraot—tast—taey were in the beginning. NOWHERE, after glving p hab

: A AR of Plant Reacurcea  do we sea any provision for [mple-
Plryierdd W REBRI AL gyatements such s "a Aroom Control progrem shall be im-
plemeted. ’

Under Recorestlon Summaery are the greztest incongrulitiesi A demsnd for recre
ation polarized into 2 factloms:l.siructured activlitles ususlly with developed
Pacilities; 2/ unstructured sctivities where propls can "do there own thing"
i3 steted. The next statement is thay desplte deficiencies in faecilities for
botn day and overnight use, it ls dot edviseable that ¥t, Tamalpasls “tate P,rk
accomodate any signlficant level of facllity development due o Jimited terrail
gultable for developmeént and g¢oncern for protectlion of both he naturzl respur-
cea and the viasltor experlence of the park.., so Tar go good and EXQELLENTL

ey 3l Stace of Califurna — The Resources Agency
. DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
Mount Tamalpais State Park Planning Team
P.O. Box 1390
Sacramento. CA 93801

= om 3 . _—

t

3ut then, *the very next staisment "propused recrestlon use for «t. Tomalpsls
will provide a diversity of actlivity types..znd this goes on throughout the
feeliltles summ ry and “proposed faciltities” with hostlle suggestlens..
with develorments that would be ruinous to the enviropment snd to the visitor
experlenca..peace, gqulet, solitude, communicn with nature, that we have been
accustomed to. The Public at all pleonlng sesslon meetings has wate this

clazp oyer and ove gEaln..Aemeber..thaere 1s the whole G3NRA ocut ther
absorh gnese %apzifty-grlented recreationagl nees..Pcrking lots, ca;pziieg?

hostelf T Atuson Lon. Phapad sy Fo PReTECT Ko Coast -
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PLAN REVIEW ; 3 I s COMMENTS
You forgot Webb Creei 2 3 335§ Take the money appropri-
The dam should come off.h'ebépg g :> 5 Eg ~2884d ated for rehabilitation
P o e oS PROURRE AR s SE.iis3izpf of Steep Ravine and
conditlon. *ou also for-5% £4 283 03: S EPE- i £¥ 0¥ limprove the Sun traﬂ..l
got elimination of £32855 3852258 ¢E _for limited walkers; re-
French Broom , the worst SEESZadcHad IS0 ddda move the broom infestatl
-§—EE;-5;;;I;;' : : . tions from the Sun, Pan-
© . CHdwderNSgERIEEd oramic and Dipsea traills
v L
| have reviewed the propasals fars P AT Y J} STV and _thﬂ sldes of Panoram
These proposals are acceptable. CiCir il J;g ie Hlghway where 1% is
These propaosals are not acceptable. I 7 ereeping up toward Boot-
| am not concerhed with \is area. . lack camp. IT there is
| have the following cemementson: - v [ any left, buy the West
. . . B . Pesk areas from the Hater
. : e : o ., District’ adn mske thoas
° S ' o "! improvements in Frank's

Presently | enjoy the following areas of the park. (see map and circle appropr.iate Ng.‘? Lley that will permit
e e = - - . walz-in gamping.

_1234576"'739":0H‘|2"|31415ABCD .

This glan will [ increase J-ﬁ_ﬁe&‘?&ase [ notaffect_ my enjoyment of the park. 1T you juin Steep. Ravine

Sazen, my foyorite place! and do not remove the dam from Webb CreeX.

The plan could be improved by: gee "commentas' sbove.

.-

MOUNT TAMALPAIS STATE PARK PLANMING TEAM
P.0. Box 2390 SACRAMENTO, CA 96811
State of Califoenia — The Resourses Rgoncy

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND HECREATION ' . S

P

_ to get bulldingd off and keep them off. “The purpcae for the GGNRA was to
provide the land regource and gpace ror the kind of facility develapment
that dt. Tamalpais State Park cannot and should not as a park  sceomodats.

let's h;ve hostels and horss trailQ and whatever elss the faell -
ted public wente over there..:" . : ¢ faeility orien

Get conmtrol by buying or leasing the West Peask area; remove all bulldings
and insfallations, sapeoilally those domes, and return the slts to its
natural condition. It's a blight on the outline of the mountain and
‘restrists pecople from use of the orlginal hiking traills.

v A LTRANS
move the "trailhead" for the Frank Valley area down %o the CALT
Iﬁ?g;ar‘by at Highway 1 and 101 Junction and have walk-in campsites 1n this
lovely ares. Horaes are 0ot natlve 1o the park and are deatructive tb

it. Those facllities should be moved to GGNRA land.

. : Laonore # Bravo for ’ .
‘People For the Preservatlon of the Natural
. ' and Wild in Bay Area Open Spacd.
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PEORLE FOR PRECERVATION CF THE MATURRL
AND UL 1N BRY ARER OPEN SPACE

47 LEVANT S7. SANFRANCISCO CA. 24114
PHGNE 4(5-861 - 5636

Auguat 6, 1979

Jomes M, Dogle, isor
Environmental Raviaw Sectlon
Dept. of Parks and Recreation

Thankyou for glving us a chance to respond to the Pralimina:q
Draft Plan for the Jdavelopment of Mount Tamalpals State Parke

The Bay Area Public which hikes the mountain and the neturallsts

among us who put 2 high value on preserving the integrity of itsa

wvarious biotic provinces consldérs mosti of the proposed faoilitles

as out of keaplng with Park atsatus, and eapeolally in this cne. PRESIBENT

We have been grateful over the years to leave the City behind LEONORE M BRAVO
and find peace and qulet and the aplritual rel)uvenatlon avallable orcanmrzzrs
over there in nature"- STEPHEN BRICKLEY

LYN ENGEL

E
The Public attending the Planning Team meetings has askad "what'e PRESERVESS

. this all about?" "why are you "plamning'for something that la .
naturally Tunctional and needs.no planif4ll we nesd is to keep KARL & NAGKD SAUMANL
the devslopers off, whether hey be developers employed by the DESMGND  PIHNINGTOX
State Depaftment of Parks and Recrestlion or people who seek to RICHARD L BOWE!

use it for "educational fleld trips". fRHE BRICKLEY
X PAUL CAOVEL

Néw the Prelimtnary Drafi which yod have furnished us ls excellmiry  puaste
ent in summing up the natural rasources o be protected hOWeVEr ,nriur B Ewmes
the Park is used and in putting emphagis on the Park Status of g GLASER
tha Mountaine But after recognizlng the rightful gosle ©f PI'€= r.vsmiLLIEGOULD
serving, protecting and where necessary reatoring the 1_9?131'-1ou53l MILLICENT HUGHEY
Park values for their perpetuatlon in accordance with the Park 8....c  Lonnson
purpose, The oompilers of the Plan proceed to offer faellliy cauono siLsnes
developments which are out of keeping with perpetuating Park NAN TUNISON
atatua and potentially destructive to the environment. LOUISE  RICHTER
DR EDWARD S ROSS
The Staep Revine cablna strikes many of ua as the worst eXample , ..y rene mosems
becauase those cabins don't belong there in the first place; Parf. .. . oawwssceone
personnel informed us that they would ocome down when the site WAR .., ,..owooosieasus
purchased in 1960; they are gclaarly a blight on the landscaps .. . u.ivercanrsacmrev
as things »tand, their pcsesible occupatlon would rasult in a
marged degradatlon of the environment and would dsstroy 1ts
highest wvalue:i the oprortunity to feel far away from clvilization
and to enjoy some of the moat beautiful effects of nature
while only 25 miles from the Cltye. ‘

We need to ba alona once in a wiile, and this la the 1deal apote
The majority, 32 to 4 or 5 people attending the laat Flamnlng
Team meeting in Mill Valley wrote their names down a8 opposing

the development of a hostel at Steep Ravine, That should be
enough. But since it isn't, we can bring forth the opinlon of

A -

85



PEs 2 PFPNW reaponse t0 Prelim Draft Plan

the BState Geologist cited 1n a March I3, 1579 document of the Resources
Agency which would seem to be the parent from which this FPreliminery
Draft wee wrlttén, to the effect that the cabins are sltuated on a.
landslide, the upper reaches of which are still actlve and the toe

of whleh, where the cabins sit, la belng undermined by the surf. This
Preliminary Draft correctly reports that the state Geologlst is
agalnat refurbvlshing the cabina.

But deaplte publie oppositlon to thls project and the oplnion of the
State Geologlst we find elsavwhere 1n the report that the project willl
have to go on becsuse development of thla hestel ip tled 1n with develop=-
ment of 3 other hostels in an sasembly bill or setion ; Phat 1i's a case
of "all or none". This action waa snglneered by former Assemblyman
Michael Wornum who had & personal interest in the matter. The public

waa not 1fAfcorped that the actlon was to take placa or we would have

bean there to oppose it. I cannot balieve that the §tate kaglialature,
glven the further facts from the BGeologlat'a report, would acede to

thia kind of politlcal manlpulatlion of our natural respurces. R

The Preliminary Braft further states that this pilot program will

allow the depertment to assess the populsrlity of hostelling ln Gglirornia
gnd to galn experience in hostel management. let them do 1t on the

other three sitesl

lLast but not least, thosa of us who have long hlstorical perapectlve

on thla matter including the attempt of the Yosemite Institute to develop
the slte, are concerned that 1f and when the State should not want to |
continue in the hostelling buslnesa, the site would be accupled and
axpanded by z concessionaire wlih the worat kind of exploltatlon
resulting. - - S : -

Aa A. Alan Post sald at ome point in thias long batile of Steep Ravinae,
lets got rid of junk and heedaches¥.

Several years ago, the Tamalpels Conservation Club offered as an altern-
ative, thiet peopie be allowed, but not encouraged, to asleep on the

beach for the low tides on which the springs become avallable ln the
very early morning. That a latrine bes established lnconspleuoulsy on

the bluff. Or that ppople be encouraged to dispose of waste by dlgglng

a hole conglstent with wilderness use. Or both. In that avent people
blking along highway I ocould stop over without degrading the site

by hoatel development. Not many psople are able to negotlate Hlghway

I on a bike wlth 1ts ateepness, its curvea, and its fogs.

Az far as uge by hikers on the trail proposed by the Marin Countywlde
Plan which will go .from the Godden Gate Bridge to Phi. Reyes Natlonal
Seashore goes, it would not serve as 2 "trall camp". FPeople are not
going to travel the sieep 2-3 mlles down to Steep Ravine beseh and
beck to the ridge or near 1t where the Pacliflie Coast Trail is sited.

gteep Ravine is not a placa on the road to somewhere else. It is &
unique slte to be enjoyed for itgelf. Not putting a mestali there does
pot reduce 1t's availabilitx to he publle. It 13 easy of access by
Toot and mors "“fres and open" when no one has the prior rights of s
hostel reservation with all ths personnel thst 1t willl take t¢ manage
such a facllity. Last but not least there ias already a hostel at Mariln
neadlands and anothar at the Point Reyes Natlonal Seashore on GGNRA
land which setlafy the requirement of stops a day a part for hostelera.
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5 Tower Point Lane
Tiburon, CA 948707
August 9, 2979

Mr. James Doyle

Environmental Section

State Department of Parks and Recreation
Box 2390 - :

Sacramento, CA 93811

Dear Mr. Doyle:

As hikers of long years' standing, who know

Mt. Tamalpais State Park intimately, and as
members of the Tamalpais Conservation Club,

we would like to. comment Briefly on CDPR Report
regarding the future of the park:

1. We cannot agree encugh with the outlined priorities
which siress use by naturalisks over use by
tourists. As you know, park land is fragile.
Developing it in a way to accomodate the ever-
increasing number of casual visitors is a losing
proposition = there willl always ke more, and the
park would entirely lose its wlilderness character.

2. Please do NOT expand parking facilitiés at Mountain

Theater. A ready the area is very heavily used on
week-ends, and the Rock Springs area is littered.

3. Hearty endorsements for making all efforts to
keep off-the-road vehicles  out. Regently, we
noticed on our regular Sunday hikes that bands of
boys with trail-bikes use laboriously con-
structed hiking trails. Besides being very rude,
and asreal menace to hikers, they have done damage
to trails, esp. the Nora Traill from West Point to
the junction with the Matt Davis Trail,

4. No concessions should be allowed in the park.

8. No further increase of camping facilities is
necessary. Additional camps would change the
tranguillity of the park, which is the main attrac-
tion to the many people who come to it for re-
creation after a week's work.

6. YES to all efforts to Keep roads as they are and
- to increase public transportation. We often use the
bus, and it is very comfértable.

‘-J‘-“
]

Finally, do you need uolﬁﬁteers to help you?z

}ﬁ:u‘, Vo Feen., Sincerely, 7( s it ( (itet stas
D¥, John B. Gleason ’ Dif- Elisahﬁtk Ga
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August 22, 1979

685 Shelter Creek lLane

Apte 306

San Bruno, Ca., 94066 . _.

State of California = The Remources Agency
Department of Parks and Recreation

lit. Tamalpais State Parx Planning Team
?.0, Box 2390. - . .. . .
Sacramento, Ca 95811 e - STt - - - == =l

Gentlemen:

I started toswlie wmy comments on the guestionnaire but belicve
they would be more lemible typewritten here separately.

Regarding the Rescurce Summary: o o .. _
I guestion the desirability of eliminating Bucalyptus, whieh

have gerved =zesthetie funetions, have grown where no other trees could B -

grow, provide needed shade in barren spots, are excellent wind-breakers,

and prevent socil erosion.

Brooms also provide color, fragrance, beauty and variety. It
would be m great loss to have them removed.

T d¢ ‘agree that thistles are a g reat pest, especially ceriain .
varieties, and I wonld susgest concentrating on eliminating #s many of
them as possible. -

Let's not be inflexible, Text-book purists, in our aprroach to -
plant control, There are many introduced waristiea which have added much
to our enjoyment of Mt. Tamalpais. Let's use balance, taste, and caution
in our planning, and not destroy everything which doesn't fit a ripid -
definition. I'd be very wary about a burning program - dom't forget it
may take generations to restore such an area.

Dags should not be permittad; they are one of the worst maravdors, -
und owners pgenerally disregard leash regulations.” Horses, motorcycles, i
cvelists, ete., also wreak much darage and are not being sufficiently
wonitored.

Regaxding the Facilities Summary:

I think there!s too nmush of a concentration along the Frank Valley Rda,
toc many faciliiles and car storage areas being planred, It will be

a very crowded, busy area. I'd suggest not more than kalf that many
gites, Otherwisc, it will turn into a crowded, ramshackle cam p slum,
with a lot of undesriable overflow and deterioration in the rest of the
park.

Beparding Transporation

Mogt of the emphasis s~ams to be on providing parking places somevhere

on the meuntain and from there shuttle servicves. Why not mak. the main -

enphasis uge of the bus all the way from the city, from G.G. Bridge,

from Mapin City or Tum Valley. Letls keep carc off the mountoin as much

ap posnible, requert, stiraciive, inexpensive service coulg ﬁo that . - -
There should also be mid-week service, particularly during summez months‘
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QUESTIONNAIRE

SUMMARY REVIEW : =

| have read the following summaries,
1 agree with the summaiy .
| dlisan: 2k with the summary.

Frabf

1 Yes, | would like tw ruview the preliminary General Plan for Mount Tamalpais State Park,

P mmm—— L. e Tem s o e e | e

Nam?

ITOLD ALGNG DasHED LINL

Lt g e - L —— . —

LGN

Please sdd me 1o bee maliig sl £

State of Californa - The Resources Agency
DFPARIMENT OF PARKS AND RUCREATION
Mount Tamalpais State Park Planning Team

P.O. Box 2390

Sacramentn, CA 9581

D_ ,
Wy '“'.";"5"4/2' <
1 have the follow»ng commen : AP o ! !
,f(&v—(— W )

rd r-.-'tsvt -
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PLAN REVIEW g 2., COMMENTS
- < T 5 ZY
b 5 5 238
P N & c Fcaog
- Y x [ B
SHE == £ > Gg PR B -]
- L EE TE42%aTE .
EEct Sy _YR52EcRgS 2538
sAELSEEEC 3T Ve
ZY3FF3c3iizibss
- E o - Mo .
mmeggmmnﬁmywzocu<mum
* - L d
P R Y- R i b R B AL R
ot
 have reviewed the picpesals for,
These propesals are acceplable,
These proposals are net ncrgpiaiafu. NERIX Y T TN 1 Xiv[ T IXX ALx
§ amt not canceerer with this srea. i F

| fave the folluwing comments on:

H?;: “.-pu'cJJ cPrde*ﬂn jg,, ccu-.s —é:aa mw_,ﬁ ewcoum?@ﬁré’ré“@-—«

Presently [ enjoy the foilownng areas of the park. {see map and circle approprlate No.}
C@s}@ﬁé :93 i 1o’i>i2 1312 16 A 8 C u '

This plan will TJ increase decrease [ not affect _my enjoyment of the park.

The plan could be imiproved by: M Zg&v-
vy T Capreas _2&.«4,, ﬂ‘% P =

«.—é/ ,/

.’(ﬂmu_ "

MOUNT TAMALPAIS STATE PARK pr/Ann Ind TEAM ;
P.0. Box 2390 SACRAMENTO, CA 95871 T -t

Stato of Califarnia = The Resourrus. Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

Le o B At M E BULT 2 Lo FF
[N “hnglier raet.  Lane. FZog
S Brumn o, dat ik artiye

e e B o I
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SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ELEMENT
MOUNT TAMALPAIS STATE PARK GENERAL PLAN
SCH 79072504

This Subsequent Draft Environmental Impact Element is an amendment to the Draft
Environmental Impact Element contained in the Mount Tamalpais State Park General Plan
of August 1979. Substantial changes to the General Plan have necessitated this
amendment.

Description of the Project

The project has the following changes:

l.

The "no change" alternative will be used for the concession at East Peak. The
existing small concession would continue "as is" adjacent to the parking lot.

The hostel originally planned at Steep Ravine is now planned for a part of Kent
Canyon in Frank Valley., This is the most substantial of the changes. The
hostel development would be in addition to other developments proposed in
Kent Canyon. See Appendix B, Figure 6 in the General Plan. As envisioned, the
hostel would consist of approximately 30 beds initially and approximately 30
more may be added in the future. There would be an additicn of approximately
15 parking places. Most hostelers are expected to hike or bike to Kent Canyon.

The hoste! would be located near the present barn and out buildings behind the
two existing residences. The hostel would have showers and kitchen facilities.

Three sources of water for the hostel are being explored. One possible source is
from wells in Frank Valley, with the water being stored in tanks so it can be
pumped in the winter and drawn from the tanks during the dry season (about
April to November). The objective being to eliminate influences on summer
flows in Redwood Creek and its tributaries. This first alternative would not use
water from outside the Redwood Creek watershed.

The second possible source would be to use water introduced into Redwood
Creek from the Marin Municipal Water District. Water would be piped directly
to Kent Canyon facilities or piped into Redwood Creek and then pumped from
the existing well in Frank Valley to the existing tank. There would be a tank in
the headwaters area to process the water so as not to effect the stream ecology.

The third possibility is to bring water by water truck into Kent Canyon and
store it in tanks for use during dry periods.

No matter which water source is used, the primary consideration would be to
manage Kent Canyon and Creek and Redwood Creek in a natural ecological
state. Nothing would be done to reduce or unnaturally add water to the
watershed, other than the water introduced into Redwood Creek to replace the
amount used by the hostel, if plan 2 or 3 are used. Everything possible would be
done to protect the aquatic resource including the salmonid fish population in
the streams.
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Description of Environmental Setting

Please refer to the description of the physical features in the Resource Element and the
regional setting in the Land Use and Facilities Element, particulary in reference to Frank
Valley and the Kent Canyon portion of Frank Valley. ,

Significant Environmental Effects of the Proposed Project

Please refer to the Draft Environmental Impact Element, page 62-65, especially those
headings referring to Frank Valley, Generally, the adverse effects in Kent Canyon will be
increased by the addition of the hostel. Mitigation measures outlined below will reduce
the possibility of these effects from becoming significant. The main concerns are related

to water quality and quantity for the surface and groundwater in the entire Redwood

Creek watershed. The quantity and quality of the water is most critical in late summer
due to the young salmonids using the pools as nurseries and other aquatic life. At other
times the flow of water in the creeks helps to reduce many impacts that impair water
quality. There are also concerns relating to the possible effects on the wells in Frank
Valley used as the source of water for the community of Muir Beach. Increases in people
will increase effects on riparian vegetation and aquatic life in the creek by direct
disturbance. Removing vegetation, causing erosion to the banks, etc., will lead to
siltation, increases in water temperature, decreases in oxygen carrying capacity of the
water, and other water quality problems that would reduce habitat for aquatic life
including salmonids. It is believed that hostelers would spend less time near the stream
banks than campers. :

There would be a slight increase in traffic. This would be because of the few hostelers
who would travel by car and because of maintenance vehicles servicing the hostel.

Significant Environmental Effects that Cannot be Avoided

The possible adverse effects cannct be completely avoided, but they can be reduced so
that they are not significant. Mitigation measures are listed below. :

Mitigation Measures Proposed to Minimize Significant Effects

Several measures were listed in the General Plan Draft Environmental Impact Element.
In addition to those mitigation measures, the following are added specifically for the Kent
Canyon hostel. o

1. Work with the California Department of Fish and Game, the Muir Beach
Community, the National Park Service, and other agencies to identify and to
meet the management requirements of the Frank Valley watershed.

2. Close the hostel or ration water in the event of a severe drought, to prevent a
reduction in the groundwater supply or stream flows.

3, Water obtained on the site will continue to be drawn from wells, rather than
being pumped directly from streams. :
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4, Monitor surface water in Redwood Creek and Kent Creek and discontinue well
operations during low water periods.

5. Fill storage facilities (watertanks) in winter, if alternative one is used, to avoid
taking water from the watershed during the dry season for hostel and
emergency use. {Specific amounts will be evaluated when specific plan is
known.)

6. Water conservation would be practiced. Plumbing fixtures would be of a water
conservation type. Limits on time in showers, stc., would be established.

7. Measures listed on page 66 in the Preliminary Report should help keep visitors
from disturbing the riparian vegetation and aquatic life in Kent Creek and
Redwood Creek. Along Kent Creek, barriers and interpretive signs in keeping
with the character of the area will be constructed to keep hostel users -and
campers out of the streams.

8. Until the park residences are removed from Kent Canyon, water conservation
measures will be implemented.

Alternatives to the Proposed Action

Alternative sources for water, which would prevent impacts on the Redwood Creek and
Kent Canyon ecology, have been discussed. Whichever domestic water source alternative
is used, the objectives is to prevent significant adverse effects to the streams and their
associated biota and the ecological integrity of Frank Valley and Kent Canyon; this
objective will be adhered to by the Department and will be the determinate factor in all
departmental decisions,

The "No Action" alternative regarding the small existing concession at East Peak has been
chosen by the California State Park and Recreation Commission. The concession will not
be expanded and other proposed actions in East Peak will remain the same. -

Any Signifieant Irreversible Environmental Changes That Would be Involved in the
Proposed Action Should it be Implemented

The loss of open space, wildlife, wildlife habitat, and vegetation due to the development
of new facilities in previously undeveloped area and from increases in visitation.

The Growth-Inducing Impact of the Proposed Action

There will be no mgmf:cant growth-inducing impacts from the proposed actions. Only
minimal economic gains from construction of proposed facilities are anticipated in the
area. The greater opportunities for camping in the park may result in increases in trade
for local service businesses.

The Relationship Between | ocal Short-Term Uses of Man's Environment and the
Maintenance and Enhancement of Long-Term Productivity

Please see the Preliminary General Plan,,page 69. The effect of removing the cabins
from Steep Ravine will result in the area becoming more natural and esthetic and safer
for the public. By moving the hostel to Kent Canyon there may be greater effects on the
Frank Valley Area and Redwood and Kent Creeks. Mitigation measures must insure the
perpetuation of long-term anadronous (salmonid) fish and other aquatic populations.
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS ON SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
FOR THE AMENDMENT TO PRELIMINARY MOUNT TAMALPAIS STATE PARK
GENERAL PLAN.

Comments were received from:
American Youth Hostel, Inc.
California Department of Fish and Game
Marin County Comprehensive Planning Department
Marin County Fire Department
Sierra Club
Tamalpais Conservation Club
People for Preservation of the Naturai and Wild in Bay Area Open Space
Ms. Judy Webber

Numbers adjacent to the responses correspond to numbers in the right margin adjacent
the comments.
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RESPONSE. TO COMMENTS FOR AMENDMENT TO MOUNT TAMALPAIS STATE PARK
SUBSEGUENT DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

These comments concerning potential impacts in Kent Canyon and proposed
mitigation measures were addressed adequately in the General Plan Draft
Environmental Impact Report and the Subsequent Draft Environmental Impact Report
for the General Plan Amendment. Specific design features of water and sewer
systermns are not final. Water conservation features will be incorporated.

These comments and recommendations concerning human use in Kent Canyon were
addressed adequately in the Draft Environmental Impact Report in the General Plan
and Amendment and Subsequent Draft Environmental Impact Report. Water facilities
for consumption and for fire protection will be included in Kent Canyon, but the
details are not known at this time.

These comments concerning riparian vegetation and protection of the fishery were
addressed adequately in the General Plan Draft EIR and the Subsequent Draft EIR.

No streambed alterations are proposed in either Kent Canyon or Redwood Creek.

The California State Park and Recreation Commission has rescheduled the public
hearing for the proposed amendments to Mount Tamalpais State Park General Plan.
It will be held in San Francisco.

The alternative of removing the 40 proposed campsites in Kent Canyon if the hostel
was proposed for Kent Canyon, was not included because the California Park and
Recreation Commission approved the plan for the campground at the October 12,
1979 Commission Meeting. Additional impacts could be expected if both the
campground and the hostel proposal were implemented in Kent Canyon; however,
with the probability of imported water and mitigation measures, both uses could be
accommodated in Kent Canyon. The proposed development would be done on a
phased basis. This would allow for monitoring of environmental impacts. If it were
determined that increased development would result in significant effects on the
environment, then additional phases would not be implemented. This phasing is
stipulated in the General Plan.

The Subsequent Draft EIR discussed the demand and requirements for water in Kent
Canyon, Redwood Creek, and areas outside the park in Frank Valley. The proposed
hostel and other facilities in Kent Canyon would be screened and designed in order to
reduce the visual impact. Designated existing buildings, discussed in the General
Plan Draft Environmental Impact Report, would eventually be demolished.

105



10.

11.

12,

13,

If additional overnight facilities were developed on Golden Gate National Recreation
Area land, some of the demand for overnight facilities in Marin County could be
met. It is not anticipated that GGNRA could meet all the demand for overnight
camping, so proposed overnight hostel and camping facilities in Kent Canyon would
remain an important supply in an area of overnight camping facilities deficiencies.

The cumulative effect on traffic that would result from use in Kent Canyon would be
nonsignificant. The General Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Report recognized
the fact that there are traffic problems in the Mount Tamalpais vicinity on peak days.

Any ownership or use consideration for these two buildings is considered teo far in
the future to be considered in this General Plan.

The Department of Parks and Recreation will work with other agencies to prevent
fire and to protect the unit from wildfires. See Response #2. -

The cabins in Steep Ravine are in poor condition and are located on slopes that are
unstable, It would be expensive to refurbish these cabins and install a sewer or water
system that would meet health and safety requirements. The future of these cabins
is uncertain at this time. :

A shuttie bus operating from a location such as the junction of Highwayl and 101
should be considered further, as a way to reduce traffic and other impacts in Mt.
Tamalpais State Park. (National Park Service, Marin County, Department of Parks
and Recreation and others are co-operating towards this objective).

The State Park and Recreation Commission declined to eliminate the East Pesk
Concession from the proposed General Plan. If there were a proposal to expand the
existing concession substantially, then an additional environmental assessment would
be prepared. T :

There is no proposal to reclassify Mount Tamalpais State Park to a State Recreation
Area or other classification. Camping is an activity that is permitted under the State
Park classification. The California State Park and Recreation Commission has the
authority to reclassify units. Title 14, Section 5019.53 of the Public Resources Code
states that in units classified as State Parks "Improvements may be undertaken to
provide for recreational activities including, but not limited to, camping, picnicking,
sightseeing, nature study, hiking and horseback riding, so long as such improvements
involve no major modification of lands, forests, or waters." With proper mitigation
measures, the proposed facilities for Kent Canyon can be developed and operated
without major modification of lands, forests, or water,
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APPENDIX A
ALLOWABLE USE INTENSITY CILASSES

Of the seven allowable use intensity classes (Athrough G), the lesst restrictive class
is "A"; the most restrictive is"G". Generally, any recreation use or facility development
allowed in one class is likely to be appropriate in all other classes above it. For example,
if "hiking trails" are permitted in areas of Class E, then they are probably appropriate in
areas of Class D, C, B, and A.

Class A Destination Use — Unrestricted

Class B

Class C

Destination use refers to recreation activities which take place at a specific
location as opposed to those that involve movement through the landscape,
usually over a large area. Destination uses concentrate human activity both in
the sense of space and time. Impacts on natural vegetation and scils are usually
greater. More facilities are usually required, particularly for parking and
sanitation.

Areas in this class ere unrestricted by physical constraints or sensitivities.
Extent of use is confined by the area available. Department resource
management and protection policies guide development and use.

Destination lJse -- Possible Restrictions

Areas in this class are suitable for destination use, but there are some
restrictions on development according to type, size, or density. Limiting
resource factors are mainly soil characteristics, which limit septic systems.
Other criteria which can limit use intensity are the topographic form or the
characteristic of immediately surrounding areas. Department resource policy
personnel should be consuited for clarification of restrictions. Additional
detailed investigation is not likely to be needed.

Destination Use -~ Restrictions

Areas in this class are suitable for destination use, but major constraining
factors limit use. These include the same criteria as in Class B or other criteria
such as wildfire hazard, tsunami zones, and flood zones. Limitations to use may
include type of access, number, density of use, types of use or facilities
(particularly septic systems), amount of grading, etc. Department resource
specialists should be consulted for identification of specific limitations. There
may be a need to make further detailed investigations. Sites included in
ClassC are not necessarily suited for uses allowed under Class D.
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Class D

Class E

Class F

Class G

Transitory Use -- Possible Restrictions

Transitery uses include those recreational activities which involve moving
through the landscape, particularly along roads, paths, and trails. These types
of activities usually are less concentrated than destination-type uses, cause less
wear to natural rescurces, and usually require a lesser degree of facility
development.

Areas in this class are suitable for transitory uses with the poossibility of some
restrictions on the type or size of facilities, Slope is a major limitation
separating this class from the destination use classes (A, B, andC). This class
includes areas at or near the limit of their stability or where erosion problems
are likely to occur if proper precautions are not taken. Roads, both improved
and unimproved, pipelines, and similar improvements will require department
resource specialist consultation during siting and design phases. Class D sreas
may also be those with some ecological or esthetic sensitivities.

Transitory Use -~ Restrictions

Areas in this class are most suitable for transitory uses of low intensity
development. Limiting factors include sensitive ecological, cultural, or
esthetic resources, or highly erodible areas and areas of low stability.
Appropriate development includes well-designed hiking and riding trails. Fuel
breaks may be installed in selected areas upon approval by department resource
policy personnel.

Unstructured or Controlled Use

Unstructured refers to recreation activities which take place in an unspecified
area and are not centered at facilities. Nature exploration away from a trail is
an unstructured activity. Areas which fall within this class are those containing
extremely fragile o valuable cultural resources and very sensitive ecological
resources, and where it is not desirable to invite concentrated use or where
resources may be directly affected by facility developments.

Other areas in this class include those with highly active landslides or those
subject to severe coastal erosion. Development in such areas will be very
expensive and costly to maintain, All development in this zone along the coast
should be "expendable," in accordance with Resources Agency policy defined in
the geologic section of the Rescurce Element.

Controlled-use areas are those where recreation use should be limited to
specific times and places, usually under quidance or supervision. An example of
such use is a ranger-conducted tour.

Closed to Use

Such areas are hazardous to human safety becuase of severe geologic or other
hazards.
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THE GENERAL PLAN WAS PREPARED BY STAFF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
AND RECREATION...

The Development Division:

Richard Humphrey, l_Landscape Architect, Project Manager
David Borger, Civil Engineer

Ken Ferguson, Delineator

Norman Kucala, Landscape Architect

Robert Pecora, Architect

Court Tanouye, Landscape Architect

The Resource Protection:

John Kelly, Archeologist

Randolph Kelly, Marine Biologist

Ken Pierce, Park and Recreation Specialist
Donna Pozzi, Interpretive Specialist

David Schaub, Resource Ecologist
Theodore Smith, Geologist

Jim Trumbly, Resource Ecologist

The Operations Division:

Curt Mitchell, Regional Director
Jack Hesemeyer, Manager, Marin Area
Members of the Marin Area Staff
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